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tigable fpirit of the Chinefe people, in works that re- 
late to public utility. This road, thirty feet in breadth, 
is cut through a folid rock ; and what appeared to us 
more extraordinary, to leflen its declivity, it is funk fo 
much, that it is not lefs than one hundred feet from the 
top of the mountain to the furface of the road ; yet 
ftill the afcent is tremendous, and at the beginning 




a very fearful appearance, while on the other fide the 
way flopes down with a gentle declivity between two 

large mountains towards a beautiful valley. 

After palling this mountain, at about a mile and a 
half diftance, we arrived at the palace of Chaung-fha- 

nuve, lituated on a fmall elevation ; it is of large di- 



menfions, and furrounded by an high wall, being the 
refidence of a conriderable number of the Emperor's, 
women \ many of whom we difcovered peeping over the 
partition which feparated their apartments from the part 
of the palace affigned to the accommodation of the em- 
bafTy. Though we were not permitted, as may well be 
fuppofed, to vifit thefe ladies, the eunuchs who were 
their guardians, came to viftt us. There were feveral 
mandarins among them, to whom was configned the 
care and conduct of this female community. This pa- 
lace is furrounded with very extenfive gardens and 
pleafure grounds, but from the particular fervice to 
which they are applied, it would have been an idle rifk, 
of danger, to have made any attempt to fee them. 

We left Chaung-ftianuve at fix o'clock next mor- 
ning j the road takes the character of the country, 
which was every where brokjsn and mountainous: 
yet fterile, as it now appeared, this evidently did not 

proceed frpm any want of activity ip the natives 
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fpot capable of cultivation was covered with corn 



and 



place we faw feveral patches of tillage where the 



declivity feemed to be wholly inacceffible 



This 



admiration, but judge our furprife when we 

one of them, where 



cited our 

obferved a peafant labouring on 
we at firft could not conceive how he was capable^ of 

{landing. 

A more minute examination informed us, that this 



peafant had a rope fattened round his middle, which 
•w as fecured #t the top of the mountain, and by which 
this hardy cultivator lets himfelf down to any part of 
the precipice where a few yards of ground give him 
encouragement to plant his vegetables or fow his corn : 

and in this manner he had decorated the mountain 
with thofe little cultivated fpots that hung about it. 
Near the bottom, on an hillock, he had ere&ed a 
wooden hut, iurrounded with a fmall piece of ground, 
planted with a few neceflary vegetables, where he fup- 
ported, by his hazardous induftry, a wife and family. 
The whole of thefe cultivated fpots, which did not 
appear to amount to more than half an acre, offered 
from their fituation, at fuch hazardous diftances from 



each other, a very curious example of the natural in* 

duftry of the people. 

We have before noticed, and we again repeat, that 
the wife policy of the Chinefe government is in nothing 
more perceptible than in its receiving the greateft part 
of the taxes impofed, in the produce of the country 



1 his ferves as a fpur to the exertions of both body 
and mind. The landlord alfo is paid his rent in the 
produce of his farms j and the farmer again pays his 

labourers by an allotment of fmall portions of land* 



EMBASSY TO CHINA* 255 

from whence induftry, with a little occafional encour. 
agement* may derive a comfortable fubfiftence. The 
only real wealth of nations is agriculture, which is 
here perfectly underftood. A regular chain is efta- 
blilhed between all ranks for its encouragement ; ? and 
the artificial and unnatural medium of money, the 
fource of wretchednefs and of crimes, is only employ- 
ed as the cement, not as the materials of the building. 

Before noon we arrived at the palace of Calla-chot- 
tueng, where we fpent the remainder of the day. This 
palace ftands between two lofty hills ; it appears of 
more modern ere&iom but is built in ftile and form* 



refembling thofe we had already paffed ; the apart- 
ments are, however, better fitted up. 

At this place the AmbalTador gave orders to pradife 
the proceflion and ceremonies with which we were to 
appear before the imperial court. His excellency was 
pleafed to approve of the rehearfal, which was under 
the direction of Colonel Benfon, and during which, the 



band played the favourite march, known by the appel- 

1 

lation of the Duke of York's. 

On the next morning, being the 7th of September,, 
we continued our route over a hilly country, where the 




air was piercingly cold. We patted feveral well-people 
villages, but neither the cultivation of the country, nor 
its population, will bear any comparifon with that on 
the other fide of the Chinefe wall. 

Early in the afternoon we reached the palace of Calla- 
chotreftiangfu, much fatigued by the badnefs of the 
roads ; this palace, in extent and form, is equal to any 
we had lately feen, but we found it tenanted only by 
fquirrels, which bounded round the courts and haunted 
the apartments. 
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At fix o'clock next morning we continued our route, 
and arrived at one of the emperor's pagodas in about 
two hours, here we found an abundant fupply of pro- 
Vifions, but we made only a ftay fufficient to enable us 
to arrange our drefs and equipage. 

After travelling for about an hour, we came to the 
village of Chioangcho, within a mile of Jehol, the im- 
perial refidence. Here we were marfhalled, and pro- 
ceeded amid an immenfe concourfe of fpe&ators, with 
all the parade that cir omittances would allow. The 
foldiers of the royal artillery led the way, commanded 

by Lieutenant Parifli ; the light-horfe and infantry 
fucceeded, commanded by Lieutenant Crewe ; then 

* 

followed the Ambaffiador's fervants, two and two ; two 



couriers ; mechanics, two and two ; muficians, two and 
two ; the gentlemen of the fuite, two and two ; Sir 
Gecfrge Staunton, in a palankin ; the Ambaffador and 
Mr. Staunton clofed the cavalcade in the poft-chaife, 

behind which flood a black boy in a turban. 



.-. The military, for their numbers, made a refpeSable 
mew, and the gentlemen of the fuite, it may be reafon- 
ably fuppofed, were not forgetful of their dignity ; in- 
deed, it is but doing them juftice to fay, they ftrove to 
fupport it by every external difplay in their power, but 
the generality were a motley group, without even the 
advantage of a tolerable uniformity in any part of their 
drefs or appearance. The whole certainly was not 
calculated to convey any extraordinary ideas of the 
fplendor or power of the country from which we came, 
but the contrary. The Chinefe might, indeed, 

be amufed with the novelty of the fcene, but it was ut 
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terly impoflible that they mould be impreffed with its 
grandeur. 

Proceeding with a flow pace, in this ftate we reached 

f 

Jehol about ten in the morning, and drew up before 
the palace provided for the reception of the embaffy. 
The Britim military formed a line for the Ambaffador 
as he paffed ; but not a mandarin was in waiting to re- 
ceive him, and we took poffeflion of the palace without 
the welcome of an addrefs. This, indeed, was a mor- 
tal blow to all our hopes and expectations, for it had 
been given out, that the Grand Choulaa would meet 
the Ambaffador, and efcort him to Jehol \ and after 
our arrival, we were kept for fome hours in anxious 
expectation of receiving this honour, the troops hold- 
ing themfelves in readinefs to fall into a line, and the 
fervants and mechanics ranged in order before the Am- 
baffador's door ; buf at laft dinner being ferved up, put 

an end to our expe&ations of feeing him for the day. 

The palace we now inhabited is fituated on the de- 
clivity of a hill. We entered it by a wooden gateway, 
which condu&s to a large court % each fide of this 
court has a long gallery, fupported by v/ooden pillars, 
and roofed with black gloffy tiles ; that on the left was 
converted into a kitchen, the others ferved for the 
foldiers to exercife in. At the upper end was another 
gallery of more elegance, from which a door opens into 
a farther court, the principal apartments of which were 
appropriated for the ufe of the Ambaffador and Sir 
George Staunton, the reft for the military gentlemen 
attached to them ; a third court was occupied by the 
gentlemen of the fuite, the muficians, fervants, and me- 

<;haxucs. The whole fabric is furrounded by a high 



c 
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wall ; but owing to the declivity of the fituation, the 
view was not wholly confined. 

Such was our fituation at Jehol, we had plenty with- 
in our walls, but no one had liberty of egrefs. 

On the day after our arrival, feveral mandarins vi- 
fked the Ambaffador ; nothing, however, was faid on 



the fubjecT: of the miffion, but on the fecond day he re- 
ceived a vifit from a mandarin, with a very numerous 
retinue, who remained nearly an hour in conference 
with his Excellency and Sir George Staunton. During 
his flay, his attendants amufed themfelves in examining 
the drefs of the Englifh fervants, and on rubbing the 
lace on their cloaths with a (tone, to afcertain its qua- 
lity, they fhook their heads and fmiled, when they 
found it lefs valuable than brilliant. 

What pafied at this conference, could not be gene- 
rally known, but from fome circumftances, a fpirit 



of conjecture was conjured up among the attendants 
on the embaffy, and the prefages they formed were 
by no means favourable. 

As foon as the mandarin had left the Ambaflador, 
one of his Excellency's fecretaries informed the atten- 
dants on the embaffy, that if their provilions mould be 
defective in quantity or quality, they were to intimate 

the grievance to his Excellency alone, and leave them 
untouched. The occafion for this caution none of us 
qould divine, but we foon found it was not given in 
vain, for the dinner this day ferved up, was not fuffieient 
for half the number who were to partake of it. An 
Englilhman cannot eafily be reconciled to confinement, 
but much lefs to famine ; but, in addition, we could 

perceive a meditated difrefpect, and of courfe felt foma 
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{alarm for the fate of the embaflV. According to our 
inftruclionjd(lfe meat was left untouched, and a com- 




plaint preferred as directed. His Excellency having 
remonftrated to the mandarin through the medium of 

his interpreter, in a few minutes afterwards every ta- 
ble was ferved with hot dimes, in the ufual variety 




and profufion. Why this entertainment, which mu 
have been nearly ready, was thus withheld, and fo 
fpeediiy produced, ferved as an enigma to exercife our 



ingenuity, but which we could never folve. Indeed, 



other ideas could poflibly be entertained of it, than 



that of an effort of Chinefe ingenuity to try the temper 
of Englifhmen, which, but for the lleps taken by the 
Ambaffador, might have been productive of much mif- 




to the unnertakin 



Next day the prefents brought from P 



packed in the portico facing the Ambaffador's apart- 
ments, they confided of 

Two hundred pieces of narrow coarfe cloth, chiefly 

black and blue. 
Two large telefcopes. 
Two air guns. 

Two handfome fowling pieces; one inlaid with gold, 

and the other with filver. 

Two pair of laddie piftols, enriched and ornamented 
in the fame manner. 

Two boxes, each containing feven pieces of Irifh 



tabinets. 



Two elegant faddles, and furniture, the feats of theft 
w-re of doc (kin, Pitched with fine u 1 ver w ire; the 
-flaps were of a bright yellow fupeninc cloth, em- 
broidered with filver, and enriched with filvcr 
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fpangles and taffels ; the reins and ftirrup-ftraps 
of bright yellow leather, ftitched with filver, bat 
the larrups, buckles, &c. were only plated. 

Two large boxes of the fineft carpets of the Britifh 

manufactory. 

Thefe were all the prefents which had been brought 
from Pe-kin ; the reft were either too cumberfome or 
too delicate to be removed without much care, and 
were, therefore, left to be prefented to the Emperor, 
on his return, for the winter feafon, to the capital of 

Li is eixiDir 

Centincls were placed to guard thefe fpecimens of 
Ilritifa manufacture, till the Emperor's pleafure re- 
foectrn£ them mould be known, which was afterwards 

A. O ' 

notified bv the attendant mandarin, with as much civi- 
lity as could be expected from the fuppofed greatnefs 

of his office. 

A mandarin of the firft order, on the 12th of Sep- 
tember, came to acquaint the Ambafiador, that his Im- 
perial Majefty would give him an audience on the 14th. 
This intelligence diffufed hope and fpirits through the 
whole embafTy, though, it mud be confefled, without 
any apparent caufe. 

Orders were iffued, that the fuite mould be ready at 
three on the morning of the day appointed, to accom- 
pany his Excellency to the imperial palace. The at- 
tendants were to appear in their beft liveries ; and the 
foldiers and fervants, after having efcorted the Ambaf- 

, were to return, without halting* immediately 




to their quarters ; his Excellency informing them, 
that he hoped the reftrictions impofed on them, which 

irkfome to all, would in a few days be remov* 
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cd by his endeavours, and every reasonable indulgence 
allowed them. 

His Excellency was fplendidly drefied, in mulberry 
velvet, with his diamond flar and red riband, and over 



the whole he wore the full habit of the order of the 



Bath. Sir George Staunton was in a full court drefs, 
over which he wore the robe and hood of a doctor of 
laws, with the academical cap belonging to that degree. 



From the darknefs of the morning, a confider 
confufion arofe in the intended order of the cavalcad 
Colonel Benfon, indeed, attempted to form a pro.ceilion, 
which, however, was but of fhort duration, even fuch 



as it was, for we were foon thrown into confufion by a 




number of pigs, alTes, and dogs, who broke in upon 

our ranks, and from which, in the dark, we found 

confiderable difficulty to extricate ourfelves ; but as 

parade is ufelefs when no one can fee it, the failure was 

of little confequence. 

As early as five in the morning, the Ambaffiidor 
alighted from his palankin at the emperor's paiace, 

amid an immenfe number of the populace. Sir George 
and Mr. Staunton fupported his train, followed by the 

ft 

gentlemen attached to the embaffy. 

Jehol is . large and populous, very irregularly built, 
and lies in a valley between two mountains ; the houfes 



are low, and chiefly built of wood ; and, except in the 



quarter contigious to the imperial palace, none of the 
ftreets are paved. 

The principal fupport of this place feems to be de- 
rived from the Emperor's partiality for it. No river 
connects it with remote fituations ; the fplendid expenfc 

of a court, however, renders it rich, and in fome mea- 
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fure commercial. The furrounding country, though 

* 

not comparable to China, is in the beft ftate of culti- 
vation of any we faw in Tartary. 

As his Excellency's vifit was a mere matter of form 
and prefentation, it did not engage hini long. He re- 
turned from the imperial palace before noon. The Em- 
peror, it is faid, received the credentials* with a moft 
ceremonious formality, admitting none into his prefence 
but his Excellency, .the Interpreter, Sir George and 
Mafter Staunton, with the latter of whom he appeared 
to be vaftly delighted, and to whom he prefented, with 
his own hands, a beautiful fan, and fome embroidered 
purfes ; and likewife ordered the interpreter to fignify 
how highly he thought of his talents. 

Soon after the Ambaffador's return, a number of va- 
luable prefents were received from court, confifting of 
rich fatins, velvets, filks, and purfes, and fome of the 
fineft tea of the country, made up into folid cakes by 
means of baking, of about five pounds each. Except 
fuch as were addreffed for their Britannic Majefties, 
thefe prefents were proportionably divided among the 

gentlemen of the fuite. 

Next morning the Ambaffador, attended only by his 
fuite, paid a fecond vifit to the Emperor, in order, as 
we underftood, to attempt to open the wifhed for nego- 
tiation. On this occafion he flopped feveral hours. 
The interpreter gave a very favourable report of the 
afpedl of the negotiation, as far as it had advanced j 
and our hopes for its fuccefs feemed to derive fome 
confirmation from the fecond cargo of prefents, con- 
fifting of velvets, fatins, and filks, as before; Chinefe 

lamps and valuable porcelain j and to thefe were added 



I 
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a number of calibafh boxes of the mod exquinte fabric. 
A diftribution was made as before ; and mirth and 
feftivity, arifing from fanguine hopes of fuccefs, crown- 
ed the evening of the day. 

Several mandarins vifited the AmbaiTador on the 
1 6th of September, and invited him and the whole 
embalfy to attend the anniverfary of the Emperor' s 
birth-day at court, on the morrow. 



Accordingly his Excellency, with the whole of his 



fuite, fet out at two o'clock in the morning, ^nd the 



whole cavalcade reached the imperial palace about four. 
This palace ftands on an elevated fituation, and com- •* 
mands an extenfive view of the country furrounding it : 
it contains a numerous range of courts furrounded by 

porticos, none of which, however, appear very magni- 
ficent, though fome of them are highly decorated with 
painting and gilding. The gardens furround it for fe- 
veral miles, and thefe are bounded by a wall thirty 
feet high. In the front of the palace is a fine lawn, 
in the centre of which is a very pleafant lake. 

As foon as the Emperor approached, the mandarins 
in waiting proftrated themfelves, or it would have been 
impoflible to have diftinguifhed his palankin from one 
of their's. No external pomp or badge of dignity, 
marked his drefs or equipage, except his being carried 
by twenty mandarins of the firfc order. It is a favour- 
ite maxim of the Chinefe government to check fuper- 
fluous expenfe, and to encourage frugality and induitry 
in every department. Actuated by the fame wife and 
patriotic principle, the prefent Emperor has forbid any 
public joicings on his birth-day, in this lefs flourifhing 

part of his empire j but fuch unfeigned homage is paid 
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♦ 



to his dignified and amiable character, that, except 
in his immediate prefence, and under his perfonal view, 
all ranks and defcriptions of men throughout his ex- 
tenfive dominions, give a loofe to joy on this aufpi- 

i 

cious day. He had now completed the eighty-h 
year of his age, and the fifty-feventh of his reign 



His countenance was animated, and little exprefii 
his advanced years ; his eyes were dark and piei 




and his whole air bore the impreffion of the conlcious 
dignity of virtue rather than that of rank and (late. 
How different the fenfations arifmg from the contem- 
plation of this character are to thofe which arife from 
the view of a profligate European prince, we mall leave 
the reader to determine ; we mail only fay, that the 
Chinefe evidently viewed their emperor as the father, 
and not as the icourge of their country. 

Our return was followed. by a repetition of the fame 
kind of prcfents as we received before, only varied in 



pattern and colour. A profufion of fruits, paltry, and 
confectionary, alfo accompanied thofe expreflions of 
imperial munificence. 

The next day the AmbafTador went in a more private 
manner to have an audience of leave, as the court was 
foon to return to Pe-kin. At the fame time he tranf- 
afted certain official bufmefs, the refult of which was 
generally fpoken of among the fuite in the following 
terms : 

That the Emperor declined entering into any written 
treaty with Great Britain, or indeed with any nation, as 
being contrary to ancient ufage ; at the fame time he 
expreffed the higheft refpect for the Britifh nation and 

the King \ and was ftrongly diipofed to give them a 



*. * 
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preference in all commercial concerns, and to make any 
arrangements with refpect to Brkifh fliips at Canton 
for their advantage, which would not prove difadvan- 
tageous to his own fubjects ; but that he would not fa- 

crifice the interefts of his own people to any foreign 
connections, and would only continue his avowed par- 
tiality for the Englifh, while he found it for the advan- 
tage of his own fubjects, and they conducted themfelves 
in their commercial intercourfe in fuch a manner as to 
deferve it. 

To evince his high perfonal regard for the King of 
Great Britain, he delivered to the Ambaffador with his. 
own hand a box of great value, containing the minia- 
tures of all the preceding emperors, with a fhort cha- 
racter of each in verfe, written by themfelves, accom- 
panied with the fubfequent addrefs : 

" Deliver this cafket to the King your mafter, with 
w your own hand, and tell him from me, that fmall as 

" the prefent may appear, it is the moft valuable 




" have to bellow, or my empire can furnifh. It has 
" been tranfmitted to me through a long line of an- 
" ceftors, and I had referved it as the lail token of 
" affection I had to bequeath to my fon and fucceffor, 
<c as a tablet of the virtues of his progenitors, v/hic 
" I fliould hope he had only to peruie to be induced 
46 to imitate ; and to make it, as they had done, the 




grand object of his life to exalt the imperial honour 
and advance the happinefs of his people." 
This me (I age caufed no fmall degtee of fpeculatioTi 
among the retinue of the embaffy, but none could be 
fully fatisfied themfelves, or fatisfy others, with refpect 

to the motive* of the Emperor, in the prefent or the 



1 
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addrefs. If he was concerned for the happinefs of Eu~ 
rope, we owe him our grateful acknowledgments, and 
join with many others in the fmcere wifti that this 
addrefs may never be forgotten, and that this Angular 
prefent may produce that effect on the prefent pofTeffor 
, and the heir apparent to, the Britifli crown, as the 
Chinefe Emperor expected it would have produced on 
his fon ; the embaffy will then prove of importance, 
indeed, to the Britifh nation. 

After dinner, the Ambaffador returned with his whole 
fuite and attendants, to fee a play performed in the im- 
rial palace. A temporary itage was erected, and or- 
namented with a profufion of filk dreamers. The dra- 
matic entertainments confifled of mock battles, vault- 

ing, tumbling, rope-dancing, and other gymnaftic 
amufements, which would have done no difcredit to 

any performers in Europe. A variety of deceptions 
concluded this theatrical fete ; one of which was the 
exhibition of a large bowl, in every poffible pofition ; 
which was immediately placed on the ftage, bottom 
upwards, and on being lifted up again, difcovered a 
large rabbit, which efcaped from the performer by 
taking refuge among the audience. The fpectators in 
general, including many of our own people, were to- 
tally at a lofs to account for this deception ; but to many 
of us, if we knew not how it was done, it was, at leaft, 
no novelty, having frequently feen the fame trick ex- 
hibited by the jugglers of our own country. Other 

fimilar tricks w.ere very dexteroufly performed, and 
amufed us by their novelty and apparent difficul- 
ty. The theatre made a fplendid appearance, being 

well-lighted and well-filled with perfons of diftin&ion* 
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'Next day, pipes and tobacco, fufficient to Amply 



every individual belonging to the embaffy, were re- 
ceived ; and feveral mandarins came to pay their re- 



fpe£ts to the AmbaiTador. In thefe viuts we obferved 
how little regard is paid to external ap ^earance in 
China. The mandarins never varied their habits ; an< 
even the court-dreffes here differ very little from the 

I 

ordinary habiliments, it may be faid to confift of a 
loofe robe, falling half-way down the leg, and cfrawn 

round the neck with ribands. Over the bread is a 



piece of embroidery, about five inches fquare, finifho 
in gold, or filk of various colours, with an exaft coun 




terpart on the back ; which badges denote the rank of 

the wearer. The fafli, which at other times is ufually 

worn round the waift, is difpenfed with at court, and 
the drefs left to its natural flow. 

We are now called upon to notice a degree of des- 



potic authority atfumed by the leader of the eaibnfiy, 
altogether inconliilent with the character and privileges 



of Britifli fubjects ; and as there is reafon to believe, 
that this afiumption of arbitary power conveyed aa 
unfavourable impreffi on to the Ciinefe of our national 
character, laws, and cuftoms, to fet this matter in a 
clear light, we (hall previously llate the orders iffued by 
Lord Macartney, and read to the (hips' companies, and 
all perfons of every rank attached to the etnbafiy, on 
our approaching the coad of China ; orders which 
feemed to have been dictated by found policy, and a 
real regard to the fuccefsful profecution of the grand 
objects in view. 

Vol. II. 
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Orders, fealed and Jtgned Macartney. 

* 6 As the ftups and brigs attendant on the cmbafiy to 

Chir^t are now likely to arrive in port in a few days 
hence, his Excellency the Ambaffador, thinks it his 

duty to make the following obfervations and arrange- 



" meats 



" It is impoffible that the various important objeds 
" of the embaffv can be obtained, but through the good- 



will ot the Chinefe: that good-will may much de- 
pend on the ideas which they fhall be induced to en- 
tertain of the difpofmon and conduct of the Englifh 



" nation, and they can judge only from the behaviour 



1 1 



of the majority of thole who come amongft them. 
fic t mull be confefied, that the iinprcflions hitherto 
( - rn ide upon their minds, in confequence of the irre- 
i?;u)ariiies committed by Englifhmcn at Canton, are 
c * unfavourable even to the degree of confidering them 



as the word among Europeans ; thefe impreflions are 
u communicated to that tribunal in the capital, which 
" reports to, and advifes the Emperor upon all concerns 



wiih foreign countries. It is therefore cfiential, by 

i 

a conduct particularly regular and circumfpec~r., to 

I 

imprefs them with new 9 more juft 9 and more favour* 



** able ideas of Englifhmen ; and to fliew that, even to 

* 

" the lowed officer hi the fea and land fervice, or in the 
* c civil line, they are capable of maintaining, by exam. 
" pie and by discipline, due order, fobriety, and fubor 
* ; dination, among their refpe&ive inferiors. Though 



6i 



the people of China have not the final left fhare in the 
government, yet it is a maxim invariably purfued by 

their fuperiors, to fupport the meaneft Chinefe in 



* » ***** 
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any difference with a ftrancrer, arid if the occafion 
" flioulcl happen, to avenge' b is blood; of which, in- 
46 deed, there was a fatal inftance not long fince at Can-* 
" ton, where the gunner of an Englifh vcffd, who had 
<c been very innocently the caufe of the death of a na- 
** tive peafant, was executed for it, notwithstanding the 

m * 

" utmoft united efforts on the part of the feveral Euro- 
pean factors at Canton to fave him : peculiar caul*';:i 
and mMdnefs muft confequently be obferved in every 



46 



fort of intercourfe or accidental meeting with any of 
the poo reft individuals of the country. 



His Excellency, who well knows that he need not 
ommend to Sir Erafmus Gower to make whatever 
** regulations prudence may dictate on the occafion, for 



** the perfons under his immediate command , as 
" hopes Capt. . Mackintofli wil do for the officers and 
" crew of the Hindoflan, trufts alfo that the propriety 



** and neceflky of fuch regulations, calculated to pre- 
tc ferve the credit of the Ea-.Hith name, and the intereft 
" of the mother country in thefe remote parts, will eu- 
fure a fteady and cheerful obedience. 
" Thefe fame motives, he flatters himfelf, will ope- 
<c rate likewife upon all the perfons immediately coa- 
46 netted with, or in the fervice of, the embaffy. 

46 His Excellency declares, that he (hall be ready to 
46 encourage and to report favourably hereupon the 
44 good conduct of thofe who (hall be found to deferve 
" it ; fo he will think it his duty, in cafe of mifconduct 
44 or difobedience of orders, to report the fame with 
4C equal exactnefs, and to fufpend or difmifs tranlgref- 
44 fors, as the occafion may require. Nor, if offence 

w iliould be offered to a Chinefe, or a mii'demeanor of 



i 
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any kind be committed, which may be punifhable by 
their laws, will be deem himielf bound to interfere 



for the pur pole of endeavouring to ward off or iiiiti 



gate their leverity. 



4b 



His Excellency relies on Lieutenant-Colonel Ben- 
bn, commandant of his guard, that he will have a 
ftricTt and watchful eye over them : vigilance, as to 

their perianal demeanor, is as requifite in the prefent 
circumftances, as it is, though from other motives, 
in regard to the conduct of an enemy in time c 




war. i he guards are to be kept confiantly together, 
and regular, y exercifed in all military evolutions ; 
nor are any of them to abfent themfelves from on 



c board fhip, or from whatever place may be allotted 
w them for ♦ heir dwelling on fhore, without leave from 
4 his Excellency, or commanding officer. None of the 
mechanics, or iervants, are to leave the (hip, or ufual 
4 dwelling on ihwe, without leave from himielf, or 
6 from Mr. Maxwell ; and his Excellency expe&s, that 
i the gentleir.cn in his train will ihew the example of 



<c iubordinarion, by communicating their wiflies to him 
^ before they go, on any occafioa, from the fhip, or 
* 4 ufual dwelling-place on more* 

u No boxes or packages, of any kind, are to be re* 



c< moved from the {hip, or, afterwards, from the place 
" where they (hall be brought on more, without the 
t€ Ambaffador's leave, or a written order from Mr. Bar- 
46 row, the comptroller ; iuch order defcribing the na- 
" ture, number, and dimenfions of fuch packages. 

44 His Excellency, in the mod earned manner, rc* 
cc quefts that no perfons whatever belonging to the 



ihips be fuftercd, and he defires that none of his fuite, 
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** guard, mechanics, or fervanls, prefume to offer, for 



fale, or propofe to pur chafe, in the way of traffic 



4 < the fmalleft article of merchandife of any kind, un- 
der any pretence whatever, without ieave from him 
*' previoufly obtained. The neceffity of avoiding the 

*' leall appearance of traffic accompanying an embaify 
" to Pe-kin was fuch, as to induce the Eaft India Com- 
66 pany to forego the profits of a new market, and de- 

Xi terred them from fhipping any goods for fale in the 
" Hindoftan, as being defined to attend upon the ero- 

4i bafly, the dignity and importance of which, in the 
* 6 prejudiced eyes of the Chinefe, would be utterly lofr, 



* c and the good confequences expecled from it, even 
" on commercial points, totally prevented, if any achial 



tranfa&ions, though for trifles, for the purpofe of 
44 gain, fhould be difcovered among it any of the per- 
" fons concerned in conveying, or attending an Ambaf- 
" fador ; of which the report would icon infalliby fweH 
into a general fyflem of trading. From thid find*. 
*' nefs his Excellency will willingly relax whenever 
4< fuch advances {hall have been made by him in nego 



" tiation as will fecure the object of his million: sin J 
46 when a permifiion from him to an European, to dif- 
44 pofe of any particular article of merchandife, iha.il L 

as a favour granted to the Chinefe pui 



" chafer* His Excellency is bound to pimifli, as far as 
" in him lies, any the flighted deviation from thij r 



lation ; he will eanly iiave in his power to do iu, 
regard to the perfons immediately in his train of fcr- 
vice. The discipline of the navy will render ic equal- 
ly eafy to Sir Erafmus Gower, in refpecl to thole un- 



f« der his - immediate command j .and the E^ll-Iacia 
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e< Company have, by their order of the 5th of Septenv- 

cc ber, 1792, and by their letter of the 8th of the fame 
<c month and year, fully authorifed his Excellency to 
* c enforce compliance with the fame regulation, among 
* c the officers of the Hindoftan. A copy of the faid 
" order, and an exrraft from the faid letter, here fol- 



ec low, in order that Captain Mackintom may commu- 
cc nicate the fame to his officers. His Excellency de* 
* 4 pends upon him to prevent any breach or evafion of 
cc the fame among any of his crew." 



At a Court of Directors held on Wednefday the $tb of 



" Refolved, 



September, 1792 



" That the Right Honourable Lord Vifcount Ma? 
** cartney be authorized to lufpend, or difmifs the com- 
4c mander, or any officer of the Hindoftan, who fhall 
<4 be guilty of a breach of covenants, or difobedience of 
<c orders from the Secret Committee, or from his Ex- 



ec 



celleucy, curing the continuation of the exnbafiy to 



" China. 



(Signed) " W. RAMSEY, Sec. 



JZxtracl from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman 9 s Letter 
to Lord Macartney, dated the 8th of September, 1792. 
6Q The Secret Committee having given orders to Cap« 



** tain Mackintofli, of the Hindoftan, to put himfeif 

** entirely under your Excel' ency's direction, as long as 

* c may be necelfary for the purpofe of the embaffy, we 
" have inclofed a copy of his inftru&ions, and of the 

" covenants which he has entered into, together with an 
4 * account of his private trade, and that of his officers : 
* 4 there is no intention whatever, on the part of the 

? court, to permit private trade in any other, port,,, of 
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* place, than Canton, to which the (hip is ultimately 
deftined, unlefs your Excellency is fatisfied that fuch 
private trade will not prove of detriment to the dig- 

" nity and importance annexed to the embaffy, or to the 
confequences expeGed therefrom, in which cafe your 

* confent in writing becomes neceffary to authorize any 
«* commercial tranfa&ion by Captain Mackintofli, or 
#c any of his officers, as explained in the infiructions 
#6 from the Secret Committee. But as we cannot be too 
•* guarded with refpect to trade, and the confequences 
4t which may refult from any attempt for that purpofe 



9 

1 



we hereby authorife your Excellency to fufpend, or 



46 difmifo the commander, or any officer of the Kia- 



<6 doftan, who fhall be guilty of a breach of covenants', 
" or difobedience of or Jers from the Secret Committee 
46 or from your Excellency, during the continuance of 



* 6 the prefent embairy.' 



9 



*' His Excellency takes this opportunity of declaring, 
alfo, that however determined his fenfe of duty make* 
him to forward the objects of his million, and to watch, 
detefl, and puniffi, as far as in his power, any crime, 
difobedience of orders, or other behaviour tending tc* 
endanger, or delay the fuccefs of the prefent undertak- 



ing, or to bring difcredit on the Englifli character, or 
occafion any difficulty, or embarraflment to the embaLy ; 
fo in the like manner lhall he feel himfelf happy iu b 



ing able at all times to report and reward the merit, as 
well as to promote the intereft, and indulge the wiflies r 



oi any perfon who has accompanied him on this occa- 
fion, as much as may be confident with the honour and 
welfare of the public* 



I 
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<c In cafe of the abfence or engagements of his Ex- 
cellency, at any particular moment, application may be 
made in his room to Sir George Staunton, whom his 

efty was pleafed to honour with a commiffion, of 
lini/ter plenipotentiary, to acl: on fuch occafions." 





Given on board his Maje/iy 
Jhip the Lion, the \6th 
day of July, 1793. 



(Signed) 



By his Excellency's Command 



9 



ACHESON MAXWELL, , Q 
EDWARD WINDER, > secretaries* 

. Some obfervations and injunctions of his Lordihip, 
delivered at the fame tims as the above, did not, how- 
ever, feem to accord with the fpirit of liberty and per- 
fonal fecurity, which accompanies an EnglHhman 
wherever he is placed. Hitherto there had not, how- 
ever, been an attempt made to carry them into execu- 
tion ; but now it was intimated, that all the fervants of 
the Ambaffador were to confider themfelves as under 
martial law, and that they would be punifhed according 
to its regulations, in any cafe of difobedience or negle£h 
is true, that the experiment was never made in re- 
gard to the civil fervants of the embaffy ; but the alarm 
which this information gave, was deeply felt and in- 
wardly refented. To the honour of Sir George Staun- 
ton, he not only difapproved, but reprobated in 
(evere terms this meafure, as repugnant to, and fub- 
verfive of, the right of Engliftimen, and the principles 
of juftice. 

a 

The order, forbidding any traffic with the natives, 

we believe, was punctually obferved, as far as gain wa* 
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concerned ; but a private in the infantry, compofing a 
part of the Ambaffador's guard, was reported to the 
commanding officer as having procured a fmall quantity 
of famtchoo, or fpiritous liquor, by the affiftance of a 
Chinefe foldier ; he was immediately confined, and be- 
ing brought to a court marfhal, of which a corporal 
was prefident, he was fentenced to receive fixty lames. 
This fentence being approved by Colonel Benfon, 



the Britifh foldiers were drawn up in form, in th 



outer court of the palace where we refided, and the 
offender being faftened to one of the pillars of the great 

portico, received his punifhment without mitigation. 

■ 

The juft abhorrence excited in the breafts of the. 
Chinefe, at this cruel conduct, was demonftrably prov- 
ed by their words and looks* They expreffed theiv 
aftonifhment that a people pretending to profefs the 
mildefl and moil benevolent religion on earth, could 
be guilty of fuch flagrant inattention to its merciful 
dictates. One of the principal mandarins, who knew 



a little Englifli, expreffed the general fentiment 




:nen too much cruel \ too much bad. 



9 9 



But it feems as though the officers were determined, 
at all events, to imprefs the Chinefe with an unfavour- 
able opinion of the Englifh character, for it appears 
that Sir Erafmus Gower, the commander of the 
Lion, went a ftep farther towards alienating the affec- 
tions of the Chinefe from our countrymen ; for when 
that fhip lay at Chufan, a native brought a bottle o 
famtchoo on board, intending to exchange it for fome 
European article ; his defign being difcovcred, the Cap- 

i 

tain ordered him to be feized and punifhed with twelve 
lames, in the prefence of numbers of his countrymen, 

Mm 
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though a complaint preferred to a mandarin would 
obtained the fatisfaclion neceffary, and faved the ap- 
pearance of arbitary and cruel conduct. 

The manners cf the Chinefe, indeed, revolt at the 
public exhibitions of thefe punilhments : they are at a 
lofs to reconcile European behaviour with European 
p.rofeffions. Our faith and practice, in almoft every 
inftance, appeared to them to be oppolite ; and thefe 



clrcumftances we have had the pain to record, as well 
as fevera! others which occalionally happened, inftead 
of removing unfavourable prejudices, feemed to legiti- 
mate and (and ion their continuance. 

Having previously been informed that the embafTy 
v;as tu nroGeed to Pe-kin, where its final hTue was to 




arranged, we fet cut from Jehol on the morning of 
the 2 1 ft of September, after a Mate of imprifonment of 
fourteen days, for the liberty we had been encouraged 
to expeel, was never granted. 

In this place it may not be improper to give fome 
account of two extraordinary rocks in the vicinity of 

;hol, which the darknefs of the morning oq which we 




entered that city had prevented our feeing. One is aa 
immenfe pillar of {lone, about an hundred feet high, 
fmall at the bafe, and gradually fpreading towards the 
top, from feveral parts of which hTue (beams of the 
pure A: water. This lofty object is fituated on the pin- 
nacle of a mountain, which adds to its fublime effeft. 
The upper part of this rock is rather flat, and appears 
to be cloathed with verdure and flirubs, but is totally 
inaccefiible. Some convulfion of nature muft certainly 
have placed it here, and it is impoflible to view it from 
the valley below, without the ftrongeft emotions of 
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wonder and fear. The Chinefe give it the name < 
Pan-fuiafhaung, and juftiy efteem it as one of the fir 
natural curiofities of the country. 





The other is rather a cluftre of rocks, whofe greatel 
height is nearly two hundred feet : thefe {land likewife 



on the fummit of a mountain, and from one point of 
view, appear as one folid niafs. Perhaps the. world does 
not produce two grander objefts of the kind. 



Soon after we left Jehol, we patted the Emperoi 
pagoda, where we faw the tributary King of Cochin 
China's Ambaffador and fuite, advancing with the an- 
nual acknowledgment. 

We flept at the imperial palace of Callachottueng, 
mentioned before, where we loft an artillery-man of th 
bloody-flux, of which alarming malady fevcral 
among the military were iil. The attendant mand 




■ 

expre{Ted great apprehenfion, left the Emperor mould 
hear of this circumftance, and be alarmed on account 
of any contagious diforder. The body was therefore 
fent on to the next village, where we breakfaftcd, and. 



afterwards interred our companion with military ho- 



nours 



This morning we received intelligence that the Em- 
peror had left Jehol, and that it would be abfoluteiy ne- 
ceflary to advance two ftages without halting, in order 
that the palaces might be at liberty to accommodate his 
majefty's attendants. In confequence of this notice, we 
reached this day Waung-chau-yeng, where we dept. 

Purfuing the fame route as we had done before, an 
retracing the fame objects, our journey to Pe-kin was 
barren of incidents or novelty. We arrived there on 

the afternoon of the 3 6th* and took up our refidencein. 
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the palace which had been appropriated for our ufe 
before we fet out for Jehol. The morning of the 27th, 

4 

Lord Macartney fpent in examining the arrangements 
which had been made during his abfence, which feem- 
ed to meet his entire approbation ; and as our (lay here, 
at this period, was confidered as certain to be of fome 
continuance, every preparation and provifion was made 
for the domeftic comfort of the eftablifliment, and the 
fplendour of the embaffy. 

The ft ate canopy was erected in the principal room 
of the Ambaffador's apartments : it was made of flow- 
ered crimfon fatin, with feftoons and curtains, fring- 
ed with gold ; the back difplayed the arms of Great- 
Britain ; under its cover five chairs of ftate were 
placed, the center one being elevated above the reft 
for the Ambafiador, At the other end of the apart- 
ment were hung whole length portraits of their Bri- 
tannic Majefties, The whole formed an appearance 
for an audience-chamber, equal to the confequence , of 
the country reprefented, and wanted no appropriate 
ornament. 



Thefe difpofitions being completed, nothing remain- 
ed to perfect the domeftic eftablifliment, but the regu- 
lation of the different tables to be provided for the 
different departments of the houfehold ; which it was 
thought beft to delay till the arrival of the Emperor 
in Pe-kin. 

ft 

Captain Mackintofh of the Hindoftan now propofed 
to fet off on the Monday to join his fhip, in order to 
proceed to Canton \ there to take in his cargo for Eng- 
land, having feen, as he conceived, a favourable com* 
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mencement of this embafTy, in which his employers 

had fuch a predominant intereft. 

On the 28th the arrival of the emperor at the impe- 
rial palace in Pe-kin was announced by a grand dif- 
charge of artillery. 

The occupations of this day in the palace of the Am- 
baffador were confined entirely to writing letters for 
England, of which Captain Mackintofh was to take the 
charge ; it being confidered as a fettled arrangement 
with the court of Pe-kin, that the Englifli embaffy were 

to remain during the winter, to carry on the important 
negotiations with which it was entrutted. 

The next day his Excellency was vifited by feveral 
mandarins ; and fome packages of broad cloths of Eri- 
tilh manufacture were put in a ftate of readinefs for 
being prefented to the Emperor. 

Sicknefs at this time prevailed fo much among the 
foldiers attached to the embaffy, that more than half of 
them were unable to do duty; it was, therefore, found 
expedient to eftablifli an hofpital in fome of the vacant 
buildings within the precincts of the palace for their 
reception, and more fpeedy recovery. 

On the 1 ft of October, a mandarin requefted, in the 
name of the Emperor, that the ordnance prefents might 
be fent to the palace of Yeumen-manyeumen, where 
they were to be proved and examined; which, contrary 
to our expectations, was done by the Chinefe the mfe Ives 
inftead of our own artillery men, who had been taken 
from England for the purpofe of difplaying their fupc- 
riority in the fcience of engineering to the Emperor. 
The chariots and other prefents were alfo removed to 

the fame place, where the carpenters and the other 
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mechanics went to hang them on their fprings ; their 
:rvice, like that of the artillery, was, however, in a 
great meafure difpcnfed with ; they not being permitted 
to finally adjuft them for reprefentation. 

r J he following day, the AmbalTador received a formal 
invitation to wait on the emperor on the morrow ; in 
compliance with this requeft his Excellency went in a 
private manner, and transacted bufmefs with the officers 
oi Irate. The conference lafted for two hours : and 
there were no apparent reafons for fuppofing that the 



objects of the miffion were not in a progreffive ftate of 
fuccefs. 

The Ambaffador now fettled the order and difpofi- 
tion of the tables for the different departments of the 

i 

houfnoid ; and every thing feemed to indicate a refidence 
of fome permanency at Pe-kin, which proved highly 
gi anfying to us, who had no other means of judging 
of the probable fuccefs of the object of our embafTy, 
than the general arrangements made for its domeftic 
eftablifiiment. 

The cabinets of Britifti manufacture were now con- 
veyed to the imperial refidence by Chinefe porters, and 
the prefents, confifting of jewellery, plated goods, hard- 
ware, and cutlery, were now unpacked ; and the whole 
equally divided between the Emperor and the Grand 
Choulaa. 

On the fifth, the Emperor vifited the palace of Yeu- 
men-manyeumen, to infpect the prefents which were 
lodged there \ on this occafion he was pleafed to order 
eight ingots of filver to be diftributed to every Europe- 
an perfon attending. The EnglHh artificers, who were 

employed in cleaning and completing the carriages, 
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and fitting up a model of an Englilh firft>rate man o 
war, which had been fent with the prefents, defcribed 
his Majefty as being about five feet ten inches high ; of 
a flender form, but well-proportioned ; and that his 
coutenance prefented a regularity of features, free from 
the decrepitude of age. His deportment was attractive- 
ly affable ; and the dignity of the prince was only dis- 
played in the fuperior manners of the man. He was 
habited in a robe cf yellow filk, and a cap of black 
velvet, furmoumed with a red ball, and adorned with a 
peacock's feather. He wore filk boots, embroidered 
with gold, and a blue filk fafli round his waift. 

The opinion his Majefty formed of the prefents could 

only be collected from their being generally received ; 
for we could not learn that he had expreifed any opi- 
nion where it could poffibly be conveyed to us. Two 
camera obfeuras were, however, returned, as being 
fuiteJ only to the amufement of children. 

A number of bales, containing a variety of broad 
and narrow cloths of Englifh manufacture, with a quan- 
thy of Camblets, two barrel organs, and the remainder 
of fuch prefents as were not damaged, were now re- 
moved from the AmbafTador's palace by the Chinefe 
employed on thefe occafions, and Mr. Plumb fometimes 
accompanied the prefents to explain the nature and ap- 
plication of them, or performed that office to the man- 
darins, previous to their departure. 

As it was now confidered, as a matter of certainty, 

that the embaffy would remain for fome time at Pe-kin 
the fuperb and elegant horfe furniture which had been 



brought over for his Excellency and Sir George Staun* 
ion, were unpacked and got ready for immediate ufe.. 
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A number of prefents were this day received from 
the Emperor for the ufe of their Britannic Majefties, 
the Ambaffador and fuite. 

At noon on the 6th, the Ambaffador again went to 
vifit the Emperor ; but on his arrival at court he fainted 
away, and being conveyed home, continued indifpofed 
during the remaining part of the day. In the mean- 
while, Sir George Staunton and Colonel Benlbn diftri- 
buted to each of the foldiers and fervants, fome pieces 

of (ilk, others of dongaree, a kind of nankeen, and a 
a piece of filver, of about fixteen ounces, as a prefent 
from his Imperial Majefty. 

The optical, mechanical, and mathematical inflru- 
ments being removed from the palace of Yeumen-man- 

* 

yeumen, the gentlemen and mechanics were difmiffed 
from their attendance there. On a trial of the powers 
of fome of the articles before the mandarins, they failed 
in the effedts afcribed to them, and others excited little 
furprife or admiration iri the Chinefe literati, who 
viewed them; this the good Dr. Dinwiddie and Mr. 
Barrow immediately attributed to their grofs ignorance 

and obftinacy. 

A report began to circulate, that we were foon to 
quit Pe-kin. It occasioned a confiderable (hare ot fpecu* 
lation, but it obtained lefs credit than afterwards ap- 
peared to be due to it : the carpenters were however 
employed in {lengthening the cafes which contained 
the prefents for St. James's, and in the afternoon 
of the 7th this report, which at firft met with only a 
faint belief in general, was confirmed by an order from 
the Ambaffador to prepare for our departure on the 

Wednefday following, being only two days notice* 
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Our furprife and concern may eafiiy be conceived. Af- 
ter a variety of fatigues, we had confoled ourfelves that 
we mould now have enjoyed fome repofe ; but all per- 
sonal confidetations were abforbed in public affairs, in 
which the humbleft individual felt an intereft. The 
grand objects of the ernbaffy were evidently unaccom- 



pliflied ; and in our attachment to our country, its ho- 
nour, and advantage, we forgot every other care. 

To fubmit, however , we were obliged, and nothing 
appeared to us poffible to be done but an attempt to 
gain a little refpite, till the baggage was packed up and 
arranged ; this feemed a reafonable demand, the atten- 
dant mandarin therefore made the requifition, and an 

{ 

order arrrived from the Grand Choulaa to fufpend our 
departure till Friday : but judge our aftonifliment, 
when the next morning this was countermanded by the 
Emperor himfelf, and we were exprefsly ordered to de- 
part on the day firft intimated. 

It is not to be fuppofed that our fituation could ena- 
ble us to judge of the reafons on which this unexpe&ed 
mandate was founded. It was reported by the Chinefe, 
that as the bufmefs ofi f the part of the Emperor was 
already completed, he was furprifed the Englifh Ambaf- 
fador was not anxious to return to his own country, 
was alfo faid, that his Majefty was alarmed at the num- 
ber of our fick, left any contagion mould be communi- 
cated to his fubjefts : nor were there perfons wanting 
who afcribed his determination to an averfion contract- 
ed againft us, from the (kill and ingenuity we evinced in 

thofe engines of deftru&ion, the brafs mortars, which 
were tried in his prefence. It was faid he depricated 

the fpirit of a people, who, contrary to the avowed be- 
Woh* II. N n 
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nign principles of tbeir religion, had made fuch a profi- 
ciency in arts which feemed to contradict them all. 

Many other reports of a fimilar nature were propa- 
gated ; but the reafon affigned by the Chinefe govern- 
ment was the .mere approach of winter, when the rivers 

i 

would be frozen, and the journey to Canton, through 
the northern provinces, be attended with inconvenience 
and crowded with impediments. 

To fpeculate on the policy that actuated the court of 
Pe-kin on this occafion, would be vain ; neither mall 
We prefume to afcribe it to any mifconduct or mifman- 
agement; but the manner in which the embaffy was 
difmiffed was certainly ungracious, and mortifying in 
the extreme ; for fuppofmg it to be the policy of the 
Chinefe government, that no foreign minifter fliall 
be received, but on particular occafions, and that he 
fliall not remain in the country after he has finiflied his 
particular miffion ; it does not appear that the bufinefs 
was at all advanced which Lord Macartney was em- 
ployed to negotiate ; and his Lordfliip certainly would 
riot have formed domeftic arrangements, if he had not 
confidered himfelf certain -of remaining at Pe-kin 
throughout the winter, and of fucceeding in the objeft 
of his embaffy. 

At this time a marine, who, with three others, had 
been taken from on board the Lion, to fill the vacan- 
cies occafioned by the death of fome of the foldiers, 
died of the flux ; and to prevent this circumftance 

from being known, his corpfe was carried away in 
the night. 

Lord Macartney now fent his own ftate carriage as a 
prefent to the Grand Choulaa, who refufed to accept 
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it. , It was then re-demanded, but no anfwer was re- 

turned to this requeft, and fo fhort was the period al- 
lotted us to flay, and fo much was to be done in it* 
that there was no time to make farther enquiries 
concerning it, or the reafons for the behaviour on the 
part of the minifter by whom it was refufed. 

The confufion arifing from this fudden and unex- 
pected event, rendered it impoflible to arrange the bag- 
gage with ^ny order, 
beft manner that circumftances would permit. Some 
articles which could not be packed up, or were now 



We huddled it together in the 



ufelefs, were given to the mandarins ; the natives took 
care to purloin a fhare, and Lord Macartney's fervants 
had^the canopy of ftate. 

We fet out on the road that leads to Tong-tchew at 
a very early hour on the morning of the 9th, and reach- 
ed th$t town in the evening. Even the thoughts of 
being on the return to our country failed to relieve the 
gloom of difappointment ; and to increafe our unplea- 

fant fonfationSi we met 




neglect and wretched ac- 
commodations compared to what we had experiencedT 
before 5 

here were only temporary fi^eds* 

matting 



for the apartments in which we were lodged 



laung 




ftraw 




Ctioulaa, refpecting Lord Macartney's <chari$rt. On our 
arrival* however, at Tong-tchew, it had found its way 




thither before us, and was Rationed oppofite the place 

fur rounded 

by crowds of Chinefe ; many of its ornaments were de- 
faced, and it was otherwife injured. It was, however, 

drawn down to the river fide. 



and a cafe beiag made 
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for it on the fpot, to fecure it from farther injury, it 
was re-configned to the hold of a junk, and finally fent 

to figure at Madras. 

Next morning, on proceeding to the fide of the ri- 
ver, we found the junks intended for our reception 
The baggage was put on board with all pofiible expe- 
dition, but not without a degree of confufion beyond 
what we had yet known j for all the attention before: 
paid to the Ambaffador and his fuite feemed now to be 
forgotten j things being, however, at length adjufted, 
we went on board our j links, and the attendant man- 
darin and his party followed in feparate veffels. Soor* 
after the embarkation was completed, dinner was fer- 
ved up ; and at an early hour we retired to reft, after 
a mod fatiguing day- 

On the nth, at a very early hour, the junks were 



mnmoorL 1, and the fleet proceeded down the river ; 



but as we have already given a defcription of the coun 
try through which it flows, and the local circumftances 
attending of it, we {hall pafs on to the period when we 
quitted the natural for an artificial river ; indeed no- 
thing occurred worthy of obfervation, but that though 
we itili attracted the notice of the inhabitants who lived 
near the river ^ the refpeftful and ceremonious attentions 
of our former voyage were entirely difcontinued. 

On the i6th,we left the channel of the river, and en- 
tered a canal conftru£ted with infinite labour and ex- 
penfe* The fides are mafonry throughout its extent ; 
and at certain diftances locks, in the form of a crefcent 



are ere&ed, which confining the water to a narrow paf- 
fage in the, middle of the canal, occafions a moderate 

fall of about three feet. The motion of the junks is ac- 
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celerated in paffing thefe locks, and continues to fome 
diftance ; and to prevent the vefiels receiving any da- 
mage from ftriking againft the walls of the lock, men 
are always ready to let down large leathern pads, which 
effe&uaily break the fhpck. 

In the coiirfe of this day we paffed a number of thefe 
locks, whofe conftru&ion and effe&s we found invaria- 

bly the fame. 

For fome days we failed through a country rich in 
agriculture and population- We obferved plantations 
of the fhrub which produces the imperial and gunpow- 
der tea. In fize and figure it refembles the gooiberry- 
bu(h. Imperial tea is the produce of the firil bloffoms ; 

gunpowder tea is a collection of the fucqeffive bloffoms 
as they appear. 

Not only the exterior marks of relpefl: had been 
withdrawn from the embaffy by the Chinefe, but we 
even found our provifions deficient, both in quantity 
and quality. A reprefentation to the mandarin, how- 
ever, produced immediate redrefs in this particular ; 
and it was farther reported, that the fame benevolent 
chara&er had exerted himfelf with effed to do away 
fome very unfavourable impfeffions, with which a Tar- 
tar mandarin had prejudiced the Emperor againft the 
Englifh, by* reprefenting them as diverted of every ami- 
able quality, and addi&ed to every vice. 

On the 26th we paffed numerous plantations of tobac- 
co ; a plant cultivated here in the greateft variety, and 
tb the greateft extent of any country in the world. In- 
deed fmoaking being the univerfal practice from infan- 
cy to old age, the quantity of tobacco confumed in 

China muft exceed all moderate calculation. 



NARRATIVE Ofr THE 



Several confiderable cities appeared at a fmall diftarice 
from the canal ; the garrifons from which advanced t6 
the banks to give the ufuai falute, and the people to 
gratify their curiofity. 

We paffed a number of bridges and feveral Corn* 
mills, worked by water, and apparently on the fame 

conftrudlion as thofe in Europe. 

A lofty pagoda, of eight ftories, opened to our view 

on the morning of the 23d ; but net different apparent- 
ly from thofe we had before feen* Next day we faw 
the Chinsfe poft pafs along the road on the margin of 
the canal. The letters are inclofed in a large bamboo 
bafket, hooped with cane ; it is then locked, and the 
key is given into the cuflody of one of the foldiers, 
•who delivers it to the poft-mafter. The bafket is then 
ftrapped on the courier's moulders, and being deco- 
rated with a number of little bells at the bottom, they 
make a loud jingling when fhaken by the motion of the 
hbrfe, and announce the approach of the poft. Five 
light-horfemen efcort the courier ; and as the fleeteft 
horfes are feleSed, and changed at every ftage, the 
mails in China are conveyed with extraordinary expe- 
dition and fafety. 

The junks anchored on the evening of the following 
day in the heart of a large city, through which the car- 
nal pafles. A continual fucceflion of bridges conned* 
the banks, and thefe are guarded by foldiers, who fuffer 
no veffel to pafs till a mandarin has infpe&ed it. The 
fleet here received a falute of three guns, and a nume- 
rous body of foldiers lined the banks, who, wearing 

large helmets, and being completely armed, had a verjr 
military appearance* 
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We foon arrived at Kord-cheeaung, a city of equal 
agnitude with the laft ; in the centre of which we faw 
a pagoda of ten ftories high^ each furrounded by a 
gallery. 

After paffing fever al large cities in the courfe of this 

day's voyage, we anchored for the night at Lee-yaun- 

goa, which was illuminated in honour of the Ambaffa- 

dor. Public attentions, indeed, began again to be more 
frequent, and ceremonioufly paid. 

We paffed the city of Kaunghoo on the 26th, and 

found fuch an amazing number of junks lying there 

that our paffage was impeded for fome time, and we 
were^ obliged to come to anchor, in order to give op- 
portunity for a paffage to be made between them. The 
canal winds through this place and its banks flope down 
to the water in a very beautiful form. 

Every fpot in our paffage gave teftimony to the ex- 

^^^^^ * ^^^^^ art, and the effects of induftry, as well as of 

* 

prodigious population. On the 29th, paffing feveral 
extenlive fields, we obferved the peafants ploughing 5 
they worked with pxen, an4 though their ploughs 
were of a very ciumfy form, compared with thofe of 
England, the labour feeraed to be neatly and properly 

J 

executed. 

A repetition of the meagre incidents that fell in our 
way would be tirefbme. 1 owns, bridges, locks, and 

junks, fields covered with plenty, and people beyond 
calculation, were now common objects. 

On the 30th we faw a Beet of junks laden with te^ 
for the Canton market ; nor was it an unnatural, or un~ 
inter efling obfervaticn which many of us made, that in 
*he chance of commerce, fome of their cargoes might 
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ultimately be configned to our own country, and arrive 

there before us. 

The profpeds around us were now conftantly enli- 
vened by pagodas and country feats ; fome of which 
were adorned with beautiful gardens, and others fur- 
rcfanded with the fineft orchards we had ever beheld 

On the 31ft in the morning, the fleet paifed 
through a walled city, where the vaft number of junks 
which covered its canal, juftify the opinion of its exten- 
live commerce. In its neighbourhood there are large 
plantations of tea and tobacco, and the next morning 
we paffed feveral fields of cotton, which to us formed a 
pleafing and novel appearance. 

The canal became much more expanded ; and on 
the 2d of November we reached a city of great extent 
and trade. Several canals meet here ; and on the 
fouth fide of it is a bay, communicating with the Yel- 
low river, in which the nobleft fleets of Europe might 
ride. 

4 

4 * 

The hills in the vicinity are beautifully green ; their 
fummits are crowned with pagodas, while villas and gar- 
dens adorn the lower flopes. . 

Pafling through the bay, in which various oppofite 
currents meet, we foon entered the river, and found 

1 

ouffelves again embofomed in a rich and delightful 
country 

• ■ 

Town opened on our enchanted fenfes after town ; 
and no words can convey an adequate idea of the pic- 
turefque fcenery that furrounded us. 

About the hour of dinner, we arrived at a town of 
unufual magnitude and beauty, through which the river 

flowed for the fpace of three miles j the houfes were 
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Uniformly builr of brick, varied with a blu ! lh-coloured 
ftone, and generally rife to two ftories high. 

+ 

ere we received rhe military honours fo often men* 
tioned ; and indeed it may in general be ob;Vrved, that 
there was neither town nor village throw?!" #]v*. we 




pafled, that had not its mandarin and its proportionate 
number of. guards and troops* not only in China, 
but alfo in the remote and iefs populsus regions ok 
Tartary. 

In the afternoon we anchored, for fome time, at ano- 
ther confiderable town, where the junks hepped to take 



in a fupply of wine. This town is fituated on the fide of , 
a large lake, which in fome places, was divided only 
by a bank from the river on whioji we were failing. 

The country foon after affumed a fwampy appear- 
ance ; the naturaVconfequence of fo many rivers, canal?* 
and lakes* which interfeel it, and promote its commer- 
cial intercourfe. 

The weather was cold and the mornings frofty* The 
climate, unqueftion ably, is affected by the large bodies 
of water which every where abound in this part of the 
country. We now underftood* that it was the yellow 
river on which we were failing* probably fo called from 
fome communications with the Yellow fea. We p ailed 
feveral lakes, and on the 3d faw a number of fifhing 
boats employed in their vocations, and procured from 

4 

them a fmali fifh, about the fize of afprat, but in Savour 
and form refembling the haddock* On the oppofire 



fide of this lake we discovered a very large city, built 



with dark-coloured (lone, and roofed with tile of th& 
fame hue. . This place appears to be about eight miles 
in circumference ; and from the drefs ' ;d manners o 
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its Inhabitants, we could eafily determine was both cons- 
mercial and polite. At the extremity of the wail of this? 
city we dropped our anchor for the night. 

Next day we paffed two other large lakes ; and fooa 
after reached the town of Kiang-fou, w{iich is large and 
walled. A mandarin and his guards appeared, to give 
the cuftomary falutes j and at each end of the line of 
troops, a temporary arch was erected, with a platform 
reaching down to the river, very elegantly adorned, to 
afford a landing to the Ambaffador, mould he happen to 
be difpofed to- (top. At a fmali diftance tents were pitch- 
ed, in the center of which was the mandarin's pavilion 
where a eolation was ready for the entertainment of his 
Excellency and the mandarins in our fleet. But the 

order cf the voyage prevented them from accepting 
this tribute of hofpitaiity and politenefs. 

eyoiid this, we came to another large town of fupe« 



> 




rior beauty, where we flopped to receive a fupply of 
provifions, and to be furniihed with men to tow the 
junks. Here we were gratified with the fight of a num- 



ber of fin 



whofe features were beautiful and 



complexions uncommonly fair- 
In the afternoon we paffed a town which could not be 
lefs than nine miles in circumference. The walls are 
of immenfe height, and feem to be ancient- Several 

1 

hundreds of junks were moored along its wharfe. 

On the 5th we entered a large lake, adorned with a 
variety of beautiful iflands j the moft considerable of 
them contains the palace of a mandarin, with moft ele- 
gant fummer-houfes, plantations, and gardens; here 

alfo a lofty rock rofe amid the trees, and Supported oa 
its top a (lately pagoda. 
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We foon entered another river, whofe banks became 

highly pidturefque, on which, and the adjoining heights* 
we faw a variety of villas, with gilt pyramids rifing from 
the roofs, which gave them the appearance of Gothic 
architecture. 

At the city of Mee-you-mee-awng we flopped to 
take in the cuftomary fupply of Jprovifions. Nature 
feems to have formed this place for the purpoies of na- 
vigation and commerce, and rural beauty to have fixed 
her refidence in its vicinity. 

Another object here prefented itfelf of a very diffe- 
rent nature, and which, by its contraft, acquired additi- 
onal importance* A body of foldiers were drawn up 
on an efplanade, the line of whkh extended near a mile, 
they w r ere divided into companies diftinguimed by the 



variety of their uniforms, which, together with the 
number and colours of their ftandards, offered a very 

beautiful fpe&acle. 

No other object, for a confiderable time, attracted 
cur notice, except a final! dock-yard for building junks, 
enclofed in n fine grove, which formed a pleafing and 




picturefque fcene. 

The river now appeared to be proceeding boldly on 
into a rich, fertile country, but of more unequal furface 
than any we had yet feen ; when by an unexpect 
meander, it brought us back to the city. Here we paf 
fed through another large bridge, near a circular 
tion which commanded, by its battery, every direction 
of the river. 

On another turn of the ftream we difcovered a very 
fine hill before us, the fummif of which is crooned 

vikh a magnificent pagoda,, and the declivities beautified 
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with all the decoration that could be conferred by beau- 

I 

tiful gardens and elegant buildings. At the foot of this 
elevated fpot are two ftone gateways, which open to a 

■ 

walk that winds gradually up the hill to the pagoda. 

This hill appears to form a part of the gardens be- 
longing to the mandarin, whofe palace is fituated on 
the banks of the river, from whence a broad flight of 
fteps afcends to the gate of the outer court. This ed- 
fice, in its fize and appearance, is fuited to the dignity 
of its polfeffor, and, like other buildings of the fame 
kind z d d character in China, is perfectly uniform in all 
its pa/cs, The body of the houfe rifes to three ftories, 
and the wings are diminifhed to two. A paved court 
occupies £ large fpace in the front ; and the whole is 
enclofed by a wall, including a large garden, that ex- 
tends to the beautiful hill, of which a very inadequate 
iketch has been already given. 

The country continued to make advances in beauty ; 
fields full of fertility, with their fhady enclofures ; farms 
euibofomed in orchards ; villas, and their gardens, we 
had long been accuftomed to behold, but now a moun- 
tain rofe before us, not rugged and barren, but verdant 

to its very lop 5 while innumerable herds of cattle, and 
flocks of flieep, adorned its floping paftures. 

Another town foon fucceeded, and • to that a lake, 
furrounded by hills of the fame kind, and covered with 
flieep and cattle. From this delightful fituation we 
paffed through a lock, and between a draw-bridge into 
a canal, that divides another large commercial town. 
Here we obferved a brick-kiln, and a pile of bricks juft 
made ; the materials of which appeared to be a kind 

of fand, mixed up with the mud of the river $ the kih& 



EMBASSY TO CHIN A. S93 

Itfelf was built with the fame kind of materials, in the 
form of a pyramid. 

x In the evening we paffed a large walled city, appa- 
rently fimilar to thofe we had before feen, and feveral 
pagodas being illuminated, in honour of the Ambaffa- 
dor and mandarins, had a very pleafing appearance 
amid the gloom of night. 

The Chinefe houfes are not only varied in their ftile 
and decorations, but even the towns are in fome mea- 
fure marked by the colour of the materials of which 
they are built. On the 6th of November we entered 
a town of a moft difmal hue ; it was wholly erected of 
black brick, and as the houfes were more lofty than 
thofe generally feen in this country, being none Ids 
than two and many four ftories high, its peculiar cha- 
rafter made the ftronger impreflion on our minds. 

■ 

We pafled a ftone bridge of three arches, and foon 
after reached the mandarin's palace ; a ftone building 
of fingular architecture. On each fide of the principal 
gate are two lofty walls painted red, to prevent the 
building from being feen but in a front view. The 




gateway is enriched with fcuipture, and the ufual a 
companiments of Chinefe characters ; it is of ftone, 
and fupports an apartment. The houfe itfelf is painted 
of different colours, with a ftone gallery in front , a] 
covered with a roof of the fame material. 

The mandarin who refided here had caufed a tern* 
porary ftage, or platform, to be erected, from the pa- 
lace to the fide of the river, in cafe the Ambaffador, 

■ 

and the mandarins, mould find it convenient to land. 
*The roof of this building was covered with filk of vari- 
ous colours, a number of lamps fancifully adorned wkk 
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gauze and ribands were fufpended from it, and the 0o6r 
was covered with a fine, variegated matting. He had 
alfo caufed a large fcreen, or curtain, of this matting, 
to be fixed on the oppofite fide of the water, for the 
purpofe of hiding fome ruinous buildings, that would 
otherwife have difgraced the gay pifture he had con-* 
trived by their deformity. 

The foldiers under the command of this mandarin 
were of a different appearance from any we had feen, as 
they wore red hats with a very high and pointed crown ^ 



On the fide of which was a brafs plate, that appeared to 
be fattened with yellow ribands. 

Of the elegant hofpitality of this mandarin we were 

not allowed to partake, by the circumftance of our 
yoyage. 

A fucceflion of towns, locks, bridges, and pagodas* 
appeared in rapid fucceflion for fome hours, and in the 
afternoon we faw a very large country refidence at fome 
diftance, with a lofty pagoda rifing, as it perfpectively 
appeared, from the centre of it. The tower termina- 
ted in a cupola, with a fpiral ornament rifing from the 
top, crowned with a ball, from each fide of which a 
chain hung down, till it touched the upper ftory of 

the building. 

After pafling this ftru&ure, the banks of the river 
were, for a confiderable diftance, fo high, as to obfcure 
all view of the adjacent country. 

In confequence of a complaint againft fome of ths 
captains of the junks, for embezzlement of provifions, 
the grand mandarin instituted an enquiry after the fleet, 
came to an anchor this evening ; and being convinced 

pi the truth of the charge, fenteaced the culprits to b$ 
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baftinadoed or bambooed, which was immediately car- 
ried into execution. 

In the courfe of the next day, we had a tranfient 
view of Chinefe hufbandry, in the pra&ical parts of dig- 
ging, manuring, and plowing ; and from the auk ward 
implements employed, our admiration of the fertility 
of the country, and the labour of the natives w?*s in- 
Creafed. 

We pafTed another town, the houfes of which were 
covered with plaifter, and many of them three ftories 



high, and painted black. At the entrance and the ex 




trenii ty of this place of darknefs, which is very 
we failed under a noble arch. We foon reached another 
town of the fame defcription, where many of the houfes 
proje&ed over the river, and here our junks were towed 
by boats. 

So various were the features of the river, and fo fre- 
quent was the interfe&ion of canals, that we were 
often at a lofs to afcertain whether we were failing on 
the former or the latter. This, however, is of littls 
importance, as the general outline of the country 




been faithfully delineated, though to catch every otj 
je£r. would have been impoffible. 

As it was intended to forward the heavy baggage 



from Hoan-g-tchew to Chufan, in order to its being 
conveyed by fea to Canton, arrangements were made 
for this purpofe. A party of the gentlemen of the era- 
baffy, and fervants, were to accompany it, and the Am- 
baffador and the remainder were to proceed over land* 
with only abfolute neceflaries.. 

The country (till continued the fame for fome di& 
fafcee, but at length became more unequal t towns an<t 
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villages rofe in conftant fucceflion, and the pagodas 6ft 
the heights feemed to multiply. On the 9th the fleet 
was ordered to anchor in the open country near the 
fhore, when Van-Tadge-In, the grand mandarin, vifited 
every junk, the owners of which he briefly examined, 

r 

and then ordered them to fuffer the punifhment of the 
bamboo. Their crime we could never learn. 

Palling feveral plantations of tallow trees, we arrived 
at Hoang-tchew, on the afternoon of the 10th, when 
the junks were all fattened together, and every perfon 
belonging to the fuite exprefsly forbid to land on any 
account. Indeed, a body of Chinefe foldiers pitched 
their tents oppofite us, as if to awe us into compliance. 
During the time we lay here, no circumftance hap- 
pened worthy of being recorded. The mandarin of 
Hoang-tchew, who had accompanied us from Pe-kin, 

* 

took his leave of us ; he was a fuperior to Van-Tadge- 
In, and had of courfe affumed the fupretne direction 
during this part of our voyage. 

The heavy baggage, which was to be fent to Chufan* 
being feparated from the light articles we were to car- 
ry with us to Canton, Colonel Benfon, Captain Mac- 
kintofh, and party, fet off to join the Hindoftan at Chu- 
fan, on the 5th day after our arrival ; and the fame day 
we alfo left Hoang-tchew, after the Ambaffador had 
diftributed ten dollars to the owner of each junk, for 
their refpeftive crews. 

The Ambaffador, accompanied by his retinue, pro- 
ceeded on the 14th of November for the Green river* 

where we were again to embark in fmaller junks. On 

pafling the city gates, the embaffy received the cufto- 

mary falute. Between the two rivers, the diftance coulct 
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I 

"Hot be lefs than feven miles, and the whole fpace was 




covered by the city and fuburbs, and lined with 
diers, who fecured us from the preffure of an inumera- 
ble multitude of people, who crowded to fee us. The 
ftreets are narrow, but well paved, the houfes two and 
three (lories high, and the magnificence of the mops 
was beyond any thing we had hitherto ieen. In com- 
merce and population, Hoang-tchew is a city of the firft 
magnitude. 

At noon we reached the green river, where the Am- 
baffador was received with military honours. The troops 
were armed with helmets, and made with their accom- 
paniments a fplendid appearance. 

A triumphal arch, with a platform defcending to the 
Ambaffador's junk, had been ere&ed for the occafion. 
Our embarkation was attended by a concourfe of peo- 
ple, great beyond description. Some were mounted on 
buffaloes, which animal carried feveral at a time on its 
back, and appeared very docile j others were in carts, 
drawn by the fame animal. 

Our junks were fmall, but very neatly fitted up, and 
our voyage was continued between ranges of mountains, 
prefenting the mod romantic fcenery. The vallies were 
covered with tallow and mulberry trees : the former of 
which is remarkably beautiful. 

The river on which we now failed, was, at a medium, 

■ 

at about three feet deep : the water has a green call, 
and the bottom is eraveliv. 

O J 

In the evening of the 15th, we faw the city of Zan- 
guoa, which made a mod brilliant appearance with its 

illuminations, and the effeft was increafed by numerous 

Vol II. 
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bodies of foldiers ranged along the banks of the river* 

with paper lanterns. 

Next day we paffed feveral ftone pagodas ; the fea- 
tures of the country through which we failed, were ftill 
mountainous and picturefque, prefenting often planta- 
tions of tallow and mulberry trees ; and the forts and 
faiutes became fo frequent, that they grew abfolutely 
tirefome. Indeed, fo much military honour was paid 
to the embaffy, that the faiutes could only be compared 
to a train of wild-fire laid from Hoang-tchew to Canton, 

and continually exploding as we proceeded. 

About three o'clock in the morning of the 17th, we 
were awakened by a difcharge of artillery; we per- 
ceived, by the number of lanterns, that a large body 

of {oldiers were drawn up on the fliore : a lighted torch 
was fixed to the carriage of every gun, and the bearer 
of each ftand of colours was diftinguifhed by a flambeau, 
which gave new brilliance and effect to this military 
illumination. 

In an early part of this afternoon, the fleet anchored 
oppofite a fmall, but very neat town, and, in a fhoffc 
time, the conducting mandarin vifited the junks, and 
diftributed to the whole of the Ambaffador's train, ac- 
cording to their rank, prefents of perfumes, fans, im- 
perial tea, and nankeen. 

On the 1 8th, the country changed to a fine cham- 
paign, in which numerous villages rofe amidfl planta- 
tions of tallow and mulberry-trees. This day we paffed 
a group of water-mills, all turned by a fmall cut from 
the river, flowing in a circular direction. Thefe ap- 
peared to be on the European conftruction, and, as we 

underftood, were employed in thrashing rice* 
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The provifions which we now received, thcugh by 
no means deficient in quantity, were far inferior in 
quality to thofe we had been accuftomed to receive in 
the former part of our journey ; this defe& we were 
given to underftand arofe from the nature of the coun- 
try, rather than from any inattention to the comfort 
and convenience of the embaffy. Indeed, there could 
be no reafon to fuppofe that the Emperor had not 
even been anxious to render our departure from his 
kingdom as agreeable as refpeft and exterior honour 
could make it. 

The following day the banks of the river refumed 
the ufual appearance, and long ranges of mountains 

rofe into the horizon. 

The 20th brought us to a large and beautiful town, 
where we were again to difembark. The fcenery here 
might have advantageoufly employed the warm eft pen- 
cil. The river formed a central objeft ; on one fide 
was the town, with its appropriate circumftances, and a 
military encampment in front, with all its gaudy en- 
figns j on the other fide lofty perpendicular hills bound- 
ed the view in the mod fublime ftile. 

Having difembarked, we proceeded next day by land, 
fome in palankins, others in fedans and bamboo chairs, 
or on horfeback, as their fancy led them, for the atten- 
dant mandarin always confulted us on the mode in 
which we wifhed to travel, and as far as poffible accom- 
modated us. We foon reached the city of Chanfoiyeng, 
where the Ambaffador was received with due diftinc- 
tion. The ftreets of this city are narrow, and the fhops 
which line both fides of the ftreets, are in the ufual ftile 

•f Chinefe order and fplendour* Leaving this, we paf- 
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fed another walled city, and feveral villages, and arri- 
ved at the city of Yoofaun, where we were again to em- 
bark early in the afternoon; here we drank of tea at 
the palace of the mandarin, and having flowed the bag- 
gage on board another fleet of junks, provided for our 
accommodation, we went on board, anxious to proceed 
on our voyage, which on account of a heavy rain, we 
could not do till the 23d. 

On the morning of the 24th of November, we found 
ourfelves before the city of Mammenoa. The river now 
ran between enormous maffes of loofe ftone, without 
any continuity or connection, exhibiting the appearance 
of having been fubjedted to fome convulfion of nature. 
Some oa rhefe huge ftones had been excavated into dwel- 
lings, and every interftice between them was occu- 
pied by gardens, and their attendant buildings. This 
ftupendous fcenery continued for feveral miles ; it was 
grand, perhaps unique in itfelf ; and where it admitted 
of views into the more diftant country, it produced a 

m 

mod delightful picture. 

We reached the city of Hoa-quoo in the afternoon, 
where, much to our fatisfa&ion, we found larger junks 



dy to 



The mandarin of the place politely 



fent a variety of fruits and confectionary for the ufe of 
every junk, except that which contained the foldiers. 
The country through which we palfed was rich and 
fertile, a few red rocks occafionally broke the level of 
the fcene, and a number of rice mills were at work. 

The fog was fo thick on the morning of the 26th, as> 
to obfcure the country ; about noon it difperfed, and 

the eye ranged over a level extent of rice fields, inter 

fefted with villas and gardens 



.a 
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Our provifions had for fome time been very indiffe- 
rent, not from neglect, but the nature of the country. 
In proportion as we fared worfe, our Chinefe junkrmen 
fared better ; they received riot only our fuperfluity, 
but fometimes almoft the whole. 

The 27th prefented a novel fcene, a vi'lage entirely 
built of mud, with inhabitants as wretched in appea- 
rance as their habitations were mean. For this light we 
were unable to account, in a part of the country where 
the inhabitants feemed induftrious, and the earth 




tile. We this day received from the mandarin prefents 
of caddies of tea for every perfon in the fuite.. 

On the 28th- the river affumed a formidable breadth, 
and as the wind was high, the waves and furf refembled 
thofe of the fea. We continued through the day to 
pafs numbers of fiming boats, which ferved to vary the 
navigation of the ftream. 

In the afternoon of this day we paffed the city of 

Tyaung-flii-fennau, which, for extent and the advan 
tages of fituation, unqueftionably deferves to be reckon- 
ed one of the firft in China. Not lefs than a thoufand 

junks lay at anchor before it. It is built near the cor 
flux of feveral rivers, and enjoys a mod extenfive com- 
merce ; the grand mandarin of this city paid a vifit to 
his Excellency on board his junk, and made a variety of 



prefents in filk, porcelain, fcarlet cotton, coloured ftuffs, 
tea, and elegant fmelling bottles. 

The only novelty that prefented itfelf in the coiirfe of 
our voyage on the 29th, was a village built with blue 
bricks, and covered with tiles of the fame colour. Ci- 



ties, pagodas, and the palaces of mandarins were now 

become familiar objects, but prefented nothing new, 
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and without this defcription would be tedious, and the 
reader will perhaps fay we have already been too mU 
nute. 

We paffed two brick kilns and furrounding villages, 
and the following day we paffed a city lying amid beau* 
tiful meadows and orchards, about two miles diftance 



from the river. Beyond this the profpedt became as de- 
lightful as fancy can conceive. Mountains rofe into 
the horizon, forefts waved on the Hopes, and flocks and 
herds covered the vales. 

Numerous cities and villages lined the banks of the 
river, which now expanded to a great breadth, and as 
the wind blew frefli, the junks fometimes appeared to us 
in danger of being overfet. At this time the thermo- 
meter had funk to forty, and the fields were covered 
with froft. 

It has been remarked before, that there are no pub- 
lic cemeteries, except in the vicinity of populous places* 
Hence the country becomes a continual burial ground 

Which ever way we turned our eyes, fome trophy of 
death appeared, and the degree of embellilhment it had 
received, marked the rank of the deceafed. Indeed, it 
is not ufual for the Chinefe to ereft their funeral monu- 
ments in their life-time, and as the choice of fitu* 

ation is free, many of them become picturefque ob- 
jects. 

On the i ft of December, after paffing Taung-faung- 
au, we failed by the town of Saunt-y-tawn, where feve- 
ral fuperb pagodas rofe above the furrounding groves 
Numerous timber yards occupied the banks of the river, 
find a large quantity of timber was immcrfed in the 

ftreanu which, as we were told, was in a ftate of prepa* 
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tatlon for the building of junks, the principal bufinef* 
of the place. 

We were this day faluted with more than ufual ho- 
nour by the fort of May-taun-go, which we paffed ; as 
we like wife did a (lately pagoda on the oppofite fide of 
the river. The cities of Loo Dichean, Morriun Dew, 



and Chic-a-fou, which we now approached, all lie con- 
tiguous to each other, and art and nature have united 
their efforts to increafe the beauty of this charming 
vicinity. At a diftance we obferved vaft columns of 
fmoke which rofe, as we were informed, from a porce- 
lain manufactory. 

In the evening we reached the city of Chinga-foa. 
Here illuminations, which were peculiarly brilliant, the 
firing of rockets and of artillery, took place in honour 
of the Ambaffador. We received alfo a prefent of fruit 
and confectionary from the mandarin of the place. 

To note every object which arretted and pleafed the 
eye of the traveller, would fatigue the reader without 
informing him. Every bend of the river opened a new 
profpect that gratified the fight, to which no description, 
however vivid, can do juftice. The feafcn of the year 
was now the moft unpropitious for landfcape beauty, 
yet the charms of nature, intermixed with the veftiges 
of art, imparted fucceflive impulfes of delight. 

On the fecond of December w T e paffed the city of 
Fie-cho-jeunau, embofomed in plantations of trees. 
From its apparent population, and the number of junks 
employed in its commerce, it appeared evidently to be 
ranked in the fir ft clafs of Chinefe towns. 

The next day we had a view of fome beautiful ruins 
cjf an ancient building, the original deftination of which 
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we could not difcover, but from the remains (till vifible, 
we concluded it mull have once been a work of no 

common magnificence, and it was in all probability a 
temple. 

In this part of the empire fituation feems to be duly 
appreciated- The villas of the mandarins, the pagodas, 
and even fome of the private dwellings, are ere&ed 
with a difcrhninating attention to the circumftances of 
the place, and the beauty of the fcenery. 

We obferved numbers of fifhermen employed in their 
vocation with rods and lines. In lakes and large rivers, 
the fame kind of bait is frequently ufed as at fea. Nets, 
too, are in very common ufe. In fome places bamboo 
canes, fupporting a curtain of ftrong gauze, are placed 
acrofs the ftreams, and then the fifh being allured to 
the fpot by baits, are caught in nets with great fuccefs* 
On inquiry, we found that the rights of fifliery, as in 
Europe,, are private property. In thofe rivers we navi- 
gated, a kind of whiting and trout were the moft plen- 
tiful y thefe are fold to the crews of the junks, and the 
demand for them is very great. 

But the inoft extraordinary mode of fifliirfg in this 
country is by birds trained for that purpofe. Nor are 
hawks or hounds more fagacious in the purfuit of their 
prey, or more certain in obtaining it, than thefe birds. 
The Chinefe call them Looau ; they are about the fize 
of a goofe, with grey plumage, webbed feet, and have a 
long and very flender bill, that is crooked at the point* 
This aquatic fowl, when in its wild ftate, has nothing 
uncommon in its appearance, nor does it differ from 
other birds whom nature has appointed to live on the 

water. It mak^s its neft among the reeds of the ihore, 
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or hi the. hollows of crags, or where an ifland offers its 
fhelter or protection. Its faculty of diving, or remaining 
under water, is not more extraordinary than many other 
fowl that prey upoil fifh : but the mod wonderful cir- 
cumftance is the docility of thefe birds in employing 
their natural inftin&ive powers, at the command of the 
fifhermen who poffefs them, in the fame manner as the 
hound, the fpaniei, or the pointer, fubmit their refpec- 
tive fagacity to the huntfman. 

The number of thefe birds in a boat are proportioned 
to the fize of it. At a certain fignal they ruih into the 
water, and dive after the fifh ; and the moment they 
have feized the prey, they fly with it to their boat ; and 
however numerous thefe vefTels may be, thefe fagacious 
birds invariably return to their own mailers, and amidfl 
the throng of fifhing junks which are lornetirnes aflem- 



bled on thefe occafions, they never fail to diftinguifh 
that to which they belong. When the fifh are in great 
plenty, thefe purveyors will foon fill a boat with them ; 
and will fometimes be feen flying along with a fifh of 
fuch fize, as to make the beholder fufpecl: his organs 
of vifion. The Chinefe repeatedly afTerted to us, that 
when one of them happens to have taken a fifh which 



is too bulky for the management of a fingle fowl, the 
reft will immmediately afford their afllftance. But while 
they are thus labouring for their mailers, they are pre- 
vented from paying any attention to themfelves, by a 
ring which is paffed round their necks, and is fo con- 
trived as to fruflrate any attempt to fwallow the leaft 
morfel of what they take. 

We alfo fstw another fifhing party, which confifted of 

at leaft thirty fifhermen, feated like fo many taylors oa 
Vol. II. Q^cj 
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a wide board, fupported by props in the river, where 

they were angling. There was another groupe of thefe 




eople near the more, who had embanked a part of 
the river with fand, where, by raking the bottom with 
a kind of {hovel, they caught large quantities of flirimps 
and other fheil fifti. 

Early in the afternoon we anchored before the city 
of Vang-on^chean, where the Ambaflador received a 
vifit from the mandarin, and where we ftaid about twb 
hours ; this place occupies a considerable fpace ; on 
one fide it is bounded by the river, and on the other 
by a range of high mountains, 

A fuccefiion of towns and villages enlivened our 
voyage during the fucceeding day. The features of the 
country became craggy and elevated into hills ; but fer- 
tility, in every poffible fituation, fhewed the labour of 
diligent cultivation. 

The appearance of indigence is by no means comrnon 
in China, but this day we obferved a clufter of cottages 
meanly constructed of logs of wood, and indicating in- 
ternal wretchednefs, but the eye had not leifure to give 
them more than a glance of commiferation, foveiy 
alluring were the charms of the furrounding country 

©f which the pencil of a matter might communicate 
fome general idea, but it is not in the power of lan 
guage to convey any correct image even of the indivi- 
dual objects, much lefs of the picture formed by the 
combination of them. When we fay that we faw fo 

refts, gardens, mountains, vallies, palaces, cottages, ci 

ties, villages, pagodas, and mills, with a variety of ftib 
ordinate, but heightening circumftances, in one view* 

we certainly inform the reader of the constituent parts 



9 
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of the profpeS ; but to give him any proper ideas 01 
their a&ual arrangement and relative fit uaiion ; of their 
proportions and contrail ; of their general diftance 
from the eye, and comparative diftance from each 
other, is beyond any exertion of defcription. 

On the 5th the river became very fhoally, and we 
anchored before dark to avoid the dangers cf fuch a 
navigation. This day we paffed the city of Yoo-jennau, 
fituated at the bottom of a lofty mountain. Here we 
found that the river on which we had failed, communi- 
cated with another of equal magnitude. The pofition 



of a city, at the conflux of two large rivers, readily 
points out its convenience for trade. 

Leaving this place, the ftream was divided into two 
ftreams by a beautiful iflet, in which the mandarin 

had an elegant feat, probably for his occafional re- 
tirement. 

In the evening, the city of Kaung-joo-fou prefented 
the moft brilliant no&urnal illumination we had hither- 
to feen; and this complimentary attention was heigh- 




tened by a prefent of fruits and confectionary 
the mandarin. 

% 

In our palTage down the river, on the 6th of De- 
cember, we obferved a number of machines, with 
which the Chinefe water their grounds. They confift 
of a wheel of bamboo, turned by a ftream, which throw- 
ing the water into large refervoirs, it is from thence 

diftributed by flukes into channels which interfeft the 
fields. 

A beautiful village, called Shai-boo, fituated on a 
bold elevation above the river, was the principal object 

in the landfcape, till the attention was called away by 



1 
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the pagoda of Tau-ay, the upper part of which being 
in ruins, gave it a pidturefque and impreffive appear- 
ance, and well accorded with the character of the little 

burial place at its foot. 

The town of Whan-ting-taun was the only place of 

any importance we paffed in this day's voyage. Vil- 
lages were, however, numerous ; and fome huts again 
made their appearance, of the moft wretched conftruc- 

tion, not being fufficient to (belter the inhabitants from 
the. inclemency of the weather. 

The 7th of December was the moft remarkable day 
we had yet experienced, for during our whole progrefs 



we faw neither city, town, nor village. A few farm 
houfes were, however, difperfed over the face of the 
country. The banks of the river were lofty, and form- 
ed of a perpendicular barrier of red earth, ftreaked 
with horizontal veins of ftone, in a direction perfectly 
rectilinear. This natural curiofity continued without 
any deviation from this regularity for feveral miles. 

The fhallownefs of the river obliged us again to fliift 
our baggage into junks of lelfer burden ; this caufed 
fuch delay, that it was not till late in the evening that 
we found ourfelves in the vicinity of fome town or vil- 
lage, which we might now not have noticed, had it not 
been for the number of paper lanterns we faw exhibited 

by the foldiers, and the complimentary falute they 
paid us. 

The weather had for fome days been temperate, but 
the face of the country was no longer the fame. Barren 
mountains, feparated by plains that feemed to defy the 
labour of man to produce fertility, now prefented them- 

felves on all hands. Some dwarf-trees, however, among 
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nfrhich the camphire is faid to predominate, broke the 
abruptnefs of the Hopes, and here and there a village 
or a pagoda animated the fcene. 



In this place we obferved feveral fepulchral monu- 
ments, with excavations in the rocks beneath, as recep- 
tacles for the dead. The moft elevated fpots, the mod 
abrupt precipices, we generally obferved, were appro- 
priated for the repofe of the dead. Whether this choice 
was determined with a regard to notoriety, or from any 
fuperftitious opinion, that the body might be placed as 
near as poifible to that heaven where fpirits wing their 
flight, we could obtain no fatisfaftory information. The 
amiable virtues, however, of the Chinefe, were render- 
ed more confpicuous by the feeling regard they uni- 
formly appear to mew to the remains of thofe they 



have once loved or refpected. 

On the 9th we arrived at a city, where the embafly 
was to make a day's march over land, and accordingly 
we difembarked. The landing-place was adorned with 

a triumphal arch, highly decorated with fiiken ftream- 
ers, and connected, by a platform, with a circular court, 
furrounded by a fkreen of ftlk. In f his place a number 
of horfes were collected, with the choice of one of which 



every perfon in the fuite was indulged for the journey 



of the day ; but the Ambaffador, with two or three 
gentlemen of his fuite, were to proceed, as ufual, in 

1 

palankins. The horfes being fele&ed, the cavalcade 

commenced their progrefs ; and perhaps fuch an exhi- 
bition of equeftrian exercife and grotefque drefs never* 

before amufed a Chinefe populace. The horfes were 

fpirited, many of the riders were new to this mode of 

p 

travelling. The cries of fear, and the fliouts of ridicule 
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were every where heard ; and fcarcely could we attend 
to the pafling fcene, fo much were we engaged by the 
peculiarities of our own fituation 

Naung-aum-foo, through which we paffed, is a large 
walled city ; and though the river here does not admit 
large junks, from the very great number of fmaller ones 
which lined its fliores, we concluded it had no incon- 
fiderable pretenfions to a commercial character. 

At noon we arrived at the foot of a lofty mountain, 
where we were obliged to difmount ; having gained the 
afcent we paffed feveral villages, and dined at the town 
of Lee-cou-au, where the road was lined with foldiers 
in armour, to falute the Ambaffador as he paffed. 

The women, in this part of our journey, were either 
educated with lefs referve, or allowed a greater lhare 
of liberty, than in the country through which we had 
lately paffed, as we frequently faw them indulging cheir 

curiofity in obferving fuch a new and extraordinary 
fight as we muft have exhibited. 

The fplendor of cultivation was exchanged for the 
landfcape of the barren mountain ; however, large 
patches of camphire and other trees fometimes reliev- 
ed the eye. 

We arrived at the gates of Naung-chin-oa, jufl: as 
the fun had funk beneath the horizon ; this city ftands 
in a plain, encircled on three fides by hills, and on the 
fourth by the river on which we were to continue our 
voyage. The houfes are chiefly built of wood, in gene- 
ral two {lories high, and the ftreets are narrow, but 
well paved : in exterior appearance and decoration, it 

jpreferves the general character of Chinefe towns 
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Soldiers lined the ftreets to facilitate our paflage to the 
mandarin's palace, a very noble building, confiding of 
feveral courts. A fplendid entertainment was provided 
for the whole fuite, and fuch a profufion of lights de- 



corated the principal apartment 



difplayed 



in Europe on any occafion ; indeed illumination, we 

may affirm, conftitutes the grand appropriate feature of 
Chinefe magnificence. 

We again embarked in the morning of the nth of 
December, on board fmall junks, correfponding with 
the depth of the river, and before noon we refumed our 
voyage, failing under a wooden bridge of feven arches, 
with ftone pillars, ftrongly guarded by foldiers at each 
end. From this point the city appears in a very advan* 

tag eons view. 

At a fmall diftance from the bridge the river divides* 
into two branches, running in almofl oppofite direc- 
tions ; on that whofe ftream bore us along we faw a 
large quantity of fmall timber in rafts. 

In the afternoon we paffed a pagoda, of a more lin- 
gular conftru&ion than any which we had feen in our 
travels through the country. It confuted of five ftorie*, 
and terminated in a flat roof, with trees growing oft it. 
The body of the building, from many parts of which 
alfo Ihrubs appeared to fprout forth, was covered with 
a white plaifter, and decorated with red paint in its 

angles and interftices. 

The country ft ill remained barren and mountainous » 
tlor was its rude and dreary afpett enlivened by any 

appearance of cultivation. A confiderable town, called 

Chang-fang, was the only place of confequence which 

isre paffed in the (hort voyage of this day 
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The face of the country ftill continued dreary,, and 
artificial circumftances increafed the gloom. Sepulchral 
monuments where the chief obje&s which we faw in the 
courfe of the day ; the only novelty was floating rafts, 
with feveral bamboo huts, well tenanted, which we 



pafled near the village of Ty-ang-koa. 

On the 13th, after paffing a confiderabse town, we 
came to the city of Shaw-choo, where the houfes ad- 
joining the river appear to be fo flenderly fupported, 
as to threaten condant ruin to their inhabitants and the 




alfengers. At the extremity of this city the fleet an- 
chored and here the Ambaffador experienced the 
elegant attention of the mandarin in a very fuperior 
degree. 

In the evening he fent the fuite a very handfome pre- 
fent of china, together with a large fupply of provi- 
iions ; we alfo, at a later hour of the evening, received 
a quantity of tobacco, fome ducks cured in the manner 
of hams, of a very delicate flavour, together with a 
confiderable quantity of dried fifli. 

At this place, junks of larger dimenfions were again 
prepared to receive the embafly ; and next day we paf- 
fed through a country fometimes varied with patches 
of cultivated ground, though mountainous fterility was 
ftill the predominant feature. 

Towards evening we found the hills gradually ap- 
proaching the river, till at lafl they feemed to clofe, and 
admit only its courfe : this gloomy fcene continued for 
fome time, as if to heighten the contraft that was to 

open. We now reached a mountain of immenfe per- 
pendicular height, the upper part of which appears to 

* 

project over the ftream. Its contour is bare rock and 
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fliaggy foilage, and this extends for nearly two miles : 

its termination, like its commencement, is abrupt. At 
the extreme point, a pyramidical rock appears to rife 

above the edge of the precipice, and this is feparated 

by an intervening plain from another enormous rock, of 

the fame character, though of a different form. 

As a range of hills may be faid to have conducted us 
along the river to thefe ftupendous objects, fo a fuccef- 
fion of the fame kind continued during a courfe of fe- 
veral miles after we had left them ; but it was the pe- 
culiar office of this extraordinary night to awaken our 
aftonifliment by the grand exertions of art, as well as 
by the ftupendous works of nature ; for, at the conclu- 
fion of this chain of hills, that had fo long excluded 
any view into the country, we were furprifed with a 
line of light extending for feveral miles over moun- 
tains and vallies, at feme di (lance from the river, and 
forming one uninterrupted blazing outline as they rofe 
or funk in the horizon. 

In fome parts of this brilliant, undulating line, it was 
varied or thickened, as it appeared, by large bands or 
groups of torches ; and, on the moft confpicuous heights 
immenfe bonfires threw their flames towards the clouds. 
Nor was this all, for the lights not only circumfcribed 
the outline of the mountain, but fometimes rofe up in. 
a ferpentine form, and connected, by a fpiral ftream 
of light, a large fire blazing at the bottom, with that 
which reddened the fummit. 

The number of lanterns, lamps, or torches, employed 
on this occafion, are beyond all calculation, as the two 
extremities of the illuminated fpace, taken in a ftraight 
line, without eliminating the fmkings of the vallies, or 

Vol II, r R r 
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the inequality of the mountain tops, could not contain 
a lefs diftance from each other than three miles. Whe- 
ther thefe lights were held by any army of foldiers, or 
were fixed in the ground, we could not learn ; but it 
was certainly the mod magnificent illumination ever 
feen by any European traveller, and the mod fplendid 
compliment ever paid to the public dignity of an Eu- 
ropean ambaffador. Succeflive difcharges of artillery 
were, at regular diftances, added to the honour of this 
fuperb fpe&acle. 

On the 15th the grand mandarin ordered the fleet to 
come to anchor, for the purpofe of indulging the em- 



bafiy with a view of the mountain of Koan-ycng-naum 
one of the natural curiofities of China. It has a per- 
pendicular afcent from the water, terminating in a 
peak ; and from the face towards the river, fuch enor- 
mous mafles project, as apparently menace every mo- 
ment to fill up the channel of the ftream. 

But art has heightened the curious circumftances 



of this extraordinary mountain. It contains feveral 

caverns. One of them is about forty feet above the 

level of the water. To this there is accefs by a flight 

of fteps guarded by a raiL On reaching the top of the 

flight, we enter a room of good dimenfions, excavated 

from the rock, in which ftands an image facred to Chi* 

nele devotions. An artificial ftaircafe conducts to two 
other fuperior apartments ; nnd the whole is fitted up 

by the mandarin to whom the mountain belongs, in a 
ftile of rude magnificence, correfponding to the cha- 
racter of the place. 

Proceeding through a country prefenting many fub- 

lime features, we reached the city of Schizing-ta-heng 
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about noon. This place enjoys every local advantage 

■ 

that can contribute to render it picturefque in a high 
degree. 

Lofty banks for a considerable fpace fhut out our 
view of the land ; and where a cafual opening gave a 
wider profpect, it was not marked with any new features. 




Similar objects occurred — varied only by lhape, cr dif- 
criminated by light and fhadow. 

The evening was cheered with an illumination o 

the diftant hills. The coup d'ceil was extremely grand, 
but inferior to what we had witneifed before. 

Next day we faw a number of fleep rocks, in various 
grotefque forms ; they were fometimes tinted with fo- 
liage, and fometimes the traces of laborious tafte, were 
the prevailing character of the landfcape they afforded. 
Among them arofe a large mountain, fhaded by an 
hanging for eft, which was aifo accompanied with cir- 
i^umftances that enlivened and adorned it. At the foot 



of it a road had been cut out of the folid rock, and to 
communicate with it, a large arch of ftone has been 
built acrofs a deep chafm. In the centre of the wood, 
there is the palace of a mandarin, furrounded with de- 
tached offices, and at fome fmali diftance a temple, 
which belongs to it, and contains the image which is 
the ufual object of religious worfhip. There are fever al 
burying places in different parts of the wood, which are 
the maufoleums of the mandarin's family to whom the 
palace belongs. It is called Tre-liod-zau. 

J 

This magnificent fcene, which, on a particular turn 
of the river prefented itfelf, is much heightened by a; 

conftafted fucceflion of bare and barren mountains. 



3 i6 NARRATIVE OF THE 

We now reached the city of Tfing-yan-yeun, a place 
well fortified, and of great extent and population. The 
number of junks which lay before it, indicated an en- 
larged commerce, and the timber yards on the banks of 
the river pointed out its principal trade. Triumphal 
arches decorated the beach } and feveral regiments of 
foldiers paid the military honours as we palled. 

From this city the river takes a direct courfe for fome 
miles, amidfi fertile and highly cultivated meadows, and 
the mountains fall into the back ground. 

This afternoon one of the junks was in imminent dan- 
ger of being confumed by fire occafioned by a fpark fal- 



ling unobferved .from a tobacco-pipe. Indeed, where 
fmoking is fo generally ufed, it is a matter of aftonifh- 
xnent that accidents are not more frequent and fatal. 

On the 17th we palfed the extenfive village of Ouz- 
chouaa, where a number of manufactories appear to be 
eftablifhed. The country now refumed its fertility and 

beauty ; and provifions became both plentiful and ex- 
cellent. 

In the evening we reached the city of Sangs-we-yen- 
n©, where the Ambaflador received every honour that 
the mod elegant attention on the part of the mandarin 
could pay, or his Excellency expect. The illuminations 
difplayed here were peculiarly grand. 

On the following morning we palfed a feries of very 
large and populous towns, fo clofely connected, that 
we feemed for fome hours to be failing through one 
city of immenfe extent. The falutes were almoft incef- 
fant as we proceeded ; and every place poured forth 
thoufands of its inhabitants, though at a very early hour* 

to obtain a tranfient view of an European cmbaffy* 
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We now approached the city of Tayn-tfyrt-tau, a place 
of great importance and the moft extenfive trade. The 
fuburbs lie on both fides of the river for feveral miles ; 
and if we may judge from thofe circumftances that fell 
under our infpection, in extent, population, and com- 
merce, this city is only inferior to Pe-kin or Canton. 
Thoufands of junks covered the river for a vaft fpace ; 
and fcarcely had we overcome the difficulties and im- 
pediments of this crowded navigation, before we found 
ourfelves approaching to Canton, the termination of 

* 

our voyage. 

Our arrival being notified at Canton, feveral manda- 
rins waited on his Excellency.; and thefe were foon fol- 
lowed by the gentlemen of the Engliih factory with 
the Britifli commiffioners and Colonel Benfon. This 
officer brought with him the public difpatches for the 
Ambaflador, and a packet of private letters from our 
friends in England, together with the newfpapers which 
had arrived by the laft mips. Thofe only who have 
been fo long cut off from any communication with the 
land which contained all that was dear to them, can 
form an adequate idea of the anxious joy we felt at 
opening a letter from the relative or friend we loved. 

Next day we were moved into larger junks. The 
magnificence of the river at this place baflles descrip- 
tion. Its furface was almofl covered with veffels, en- 
gaged in trade, or attracted by curiofity. The banks 

were lined with foldiers, and covered with elegant 
houfes ; and a fucceflion of forts thundered out faiutes 
with almoft inceffant rapidity. 

We reached the Englifli factory about one in the af 



tcrnoon ; and both it and the Dutch factory paid hi* 
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Excellency the ufual falute, hoifting at the fame time 

the ftandard of their refpeSive countries. 

For fome days it had been a common fight to fee the 
boats generally rowed by worsen. We fometimes ob- 
served a child tied to its mother's back, and another at 

p 

her bread, while (he was plying the oar. To a feeling 
mind this fpe&acle could not fail to give pain ; and it 
may be remarked, that in Tartary and the northern 
provinces of China, where the women are lamed, either 
by fafliion or policy, from their infant years, fuch 




borious occupations can never fall to their lot. 

A temporary refidence for the AmbafTador and fuite 
had been provided by the Eaft India Company's fuper- 
cargoes ; and in point of accommodation and domeftic 
arrangement, we found it fuperior to the firft palaces 
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in which we had lodged, during our long peregrination 



in China. 

i 

As we have already given a defcription of Canton 
we mail forbear adding any thing refpe&ing it in this 
place. 

s 

For feveral days, during the time of dinner, the Am 
baflador was entertained with Chinefe plays, performed 
on a ftage ere&ed before the windows of his apartments 
and the Viceroy vifited him once during his ftay, which 
was followed by large prefents of porcelain, nankeen 
and fugar-candy to the whole retinue. 

On the firft day of the new year, 1794, his Excel 
lency and fuite were fplendidly entertained by the gen- 
tlemen of the Britifh fa&ory. The band of mufic which 
had accompanied the embafly, on the requeft of the 
fa&ory, were permitted to enter into its fervice 5 and 
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in a country where amufements are fo few and con- 
fined, it could not fail to be a valuable acquifition. 

Degeneracy of manners evidently marks the character 
of the inhabitants of Canton, and this reflection is the 
more melancholy, as there is too much reafon to fup- 
pofe the contagion of European example has infected 
the fimplicity of the Chinefe general character ; and 

rendered themfelves objects of contempt to the Chinefe 
government. 

On the 3th of January the Ambaffador proceeded 
to Whampoa to join the fhips. At the fame time a 

■ 

deputation of the retinue was difpatched to Macao, to 
make preparations for his Excellency's reception at 
that place. 

Whampoa, beyond which European (hips are never 

to pafs, is an elegant, and populous village, 
about eighteen miles below Canton. The river near 
this place is defended by a fand bank, which prevents 
the paffage of large fhips, except at high water ; and 
two necks of land, projecting on each fide of it, form 
the celebrated ftrait of Bocca Tigris. 

At this place Van-Tadge-In took his farewell leave- 




of the Ambaffador. Our praife or cenfure will not 

i 

reach a perfon of his rank ; but in bellowing praife on 
this defervedly diftinguimed perfonage and mod amia- 
ble of men, we gratify the belt feelings of the human 
heart, and at the fame time do honour to ourfeivea. 



This excellent character can never be forgotten by thoft 
who experienced his affiduous care, his mild condei 



cenfion, and his en!isrhu::ied conduct, duruic a long 



and troublefome attendance on \:h± cmbaily. He held. 



an exalted rar-k ia the Chinch urmv — ;-Jc*hans the 
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higheft ; but no dignity of fituation had rendered him 

inattentive to the minuted offices of duty. His mind 
feemed capable of reflecting honour on any rank ; with 
the moft benevolent heart he attached himfelf to the 
interefts of thofe in whofe fervice he was employed ; he 

had even contracted a friendhMp for fome ; and his laft 
adieu to the AmbaiTador and fuite was accompanied by 

the tears of affection. 

On the 14th Lord Macartney landed at Macao ; and 
took up his refidence with Mr. Drummond, one of the 
fupercargoes of the Eaft India Company. Here the 
gentlemen of the feveral European factories have their 
houfes ; as they are not permitted to remain at Canton 
longer than is abfolutely neceffary for the purpofe of 
trade. 

The long intercourfe which has fubfifted between 
Europeans and the Chinefe in this place, has not altered 
the eftablilhed cuftoms and habits of the latter. The 
Chinefe never deviate from the ufages of their country, 
which may be confidered as invariable. 

Without the wall is the common burying-ground of 
the Chinefe ; and in it we faw feveral memorials of our 
countrymen, whofe ames repofe here. Thofe who die 
in the Roman Catholic faith have feparate cemeteries : 

* 

the Chinefe, more liberal than the Catholics, fufFer 

their duft to mingle with ours. 

Here Mr. Plumb, the interpreter, though offered an 
handfome eftablilhment if he chofe to return to Europe, 
quitted the fervice of the embaffy. He left his Englifh 
friends with fenfible regret \ but naturally preferred 

ft 

paffing the remainder of his days in the bofom of hi* 
family and his country 
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On the 8th of March, Lord Macartney and retinue 

for Europe, amid the falutes of forts and 




fliips ; and being joined by a large homeward-bound 
fleet 6f Indiamen, on the 17th procceeded to lea. 



Nothing of any particular confequence happened 
during our voyage. We arrived at St Helena on the 
19th of June, and remained there till the ift of July. 

On the 3d of September we were ferioufly alarmed 
by running foul of a large fleet off Portland Roads 
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which proved to be the Grand Fleet commanded by 



Earl Howe. Two or three of the Indiamen received 
fome damage ; but, except in this inftance, our voyage 
was free from accident, and barren of interefting oc- 
currence. 

In the afternoon of this day we anchored fafe at Spit- 
head, after an abfence of little iefs than two years from 
our native land. 

In the courfe of the preceding narrative, it was men- 
tioned that Captain Mackintolh, and a part of the em- 
baffy, proceeded from Hoang-tchew to Chufan. 

The fame kind of fcenery, we are informed, prefented 
itfelf in the paflage to Chufan as has been defcribed in 
the route we made : but the river itfelf was of a diffe- 

* 

rent nature from that on which we failed ; its CGurfe was 
occafionally broken by catara&s of a formidable afpecfc ; 
and required all the ingenuity of the Chinefe to con- 
trive means to obviate the difficulties of fuch a naviga- 
tion. Yet, ftrange as it may appear, they apply the 
mechanical powers to raife veffels into a higher leve 
of the river, or fink them to a lower : to effect which 
two ftrong ftentions arc fixed in the centre of the river 
from which two large beams project over the water 
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&c 



to thefe blocks ftrong ropes are attached, and the junk 
being well fecured fore and aft, is in a few moments 
hoifted, with all its contents, from one level to another. 

] 

Performs accuftomed to the bufinefs are ftationed at thefe 
places ; and fo certain and fecure is their operation, 



that it is fcarcely regarded as an impediment or hazard. 
The fame attention, we underftand, was paid to Captain 

Mackintofh and his party, during their paffage to Chu- 

fan, as to the embaffy itfelf. 
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AMERICAN CITIZEN. 




<"<..<..<..i.<"<p^X^#^O^J>">>->'>'>'>" 




CONDITIONS. ' 

This work will be comprifed in three handfpme 
Pocket Volumes ; printed with a new type and on the 
bell printing paper manufactured. 

II. The work is expected to be fliortly put to prefs ; 



and two weeks will intervene between the delivery of 
each volume. „ . 

III. They will be delivered to fubfcribers elegantly 
bound, gilt and lettered, at the uncommon low price of 
Three Quarters of a Dollar. To non-fubfcribers the price 
will be One Dollar each Volume. 

IV. Each volume will be embelliflied with a beautiful 
engraving, defcriptive of fome interefting part of the work, 
and executed by one of the firft artifts in America. 

V. Thofe who fubfcribe for fix copies will receive a 
feventh gratis, or who procure eight fubfcribers mall re- 
ceive one copy gratis 



Subfcriptions received by Richard Lee, No. 84, Mulberry-tt'reet^ 

near the corner of Third-ftreet. 



